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FROM P TO @

ROM P FLOOR TO Q steps—the brand-new steps which

FLOOR, the route to be we have pictured above.

followed in this instalniént of Mined and hewn from the solid
the journey from floor to floor at rock the new staircase is seen
Oakeley, literally is a matter of reaching up through the darkness

]



from the level at Q to P floor,
eighty or ninety feet higher up.

Undermanager Morris Jones,
who might be regarded as a little
above average hughr and who is
to be seen comfortably making the
descent, affords a fair impression
of the uldrh the headroom, and
solidity of the new footpath giving
access to the bottom floors.

Often there is SpCLulaiirm as to
ways and means of utilising the
waste material which, mu]teh]t'
m:cn:-mpamts the process of sla.tt
winning. The staiscase from P
floor may be instanced as one of
the ptaLuml methods of using
slate waste.

No trowel, no mortar

The staircase, as the photograph
reveals, is constructed of sclected

. . power for a multitude of uses

or shaped slab;
veritable jig-saw of bits and pieces,
skilfully sorted, laid, fitted and
levelled to form both the founda-
tion and the steps-—all of it with-
out the aid of trowel or mortar!

Oakeley slate masons, npmtq
also in the old art of “dry-walling,”
were the builders. A hammer and
chisel, and an unerring eye for the
right sized piece in the right place
were their only equipment in this
and similar constructional work.

The steps are laid at the angle
of thé vein of slate and rest on the
live rock.

Examples of the masons’ work
abound in the quarry. Much of it
is to be found on the surface,
where the retaining walls support-
ing roadways and haulage inclines
and certain nutbmldmgs construct-
ed of slate waste erected “dry” are
never-ending objects of interest
and 1"51.1??IL1'1"I{31]'[‘ to lay wvisitors
accustomed to the more orthodox
methods of building with bricks
and mottar, '

Town-dwelling holiday- makers
in_the afea) who' find our mdustu
a fﬂHLll‘tﬂﬂIlg subject for investig-
ation, never fail to be surprised by
the quﬁlm of) the Wml\mﬂnshm
the fine ‘Bnish' achieved, and its
effectiveness.

Old stairway

The new stairway supersedes
the older and much less elaborate
F:f;mm-’ﬂ},;-' we have illustrated on
page hve.

The obsolete staircase runs to
one side of the length of a sup-
plementary h’mth incline serv ing

-
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the () and R floors, and connecting
with the main luulagc marshalling
junction on the P floor level above.

Dewi Lewis, hitcher on QQ floor,
1S seen amndhng on the f{}ntpath
alongside of which runs the main
incline down to R floor and the
switch line turning off into Q
Hoor.

Our survey ended in the last issue
with an illustrated reference to the
busy traffic marshalling point on P,
In charge of the haula age motor at
th head of the incline is Aneurin

Hughes, whose other duties in-
clude the driving anddmaintenance
of air compressorplant scrving a
multitude of power-opetrated aids
in use by rockmen and others on
P floor, and the two bottom floots.

Power units

The compressor, with its engin-
eer at the controls, and seen on
page 4, occupies a space carved
trom the-solid. Motive power for
the compréssor is eléetrical—sfeam
has long gone out-of fashion. —Its
function is to supplement, or
boost,\the head of compressed aif
which{ at different levels, 1§ intro-
duced and piped into the mine
workings.

Although—specifically “included
as a source of power for the three
lowest floors, the P [compressor
does not ncccsa.mh supply-all the
power demanded at this depth.
But because of its strategic position
at the end of, &, compressed air
power line, which starts high up
on the quarry top, fully 1,000 feet
above P floor, it is, nev erthclcas a
key unit in the network of 211‘1{.1”9.]‘}’

{y

Channellers,

Opetations {:(Jntl'ibuting to the
smooth running of the many tasks
involved in slate production.

Channelling

One of these is the channelling
machine, a device erected against
the face of the vein in the rock

Q4

chambers themselves for the mech-
anical cutting of slate on a big
scale. It is a biguser of compressed
air power and has been much in
evidence on Q floor where widen-
ing and development 1s in full
swing.

Simply stated, the duty of rock-

|

men 1s to priq:. out, of quarry,
blocks of slate from the section of
the sloping vein of slate lying
between the wide pillars of the
chambers.

In a newly-opened chamber the
vein of slate first appears as a wall
of rock—perhaps thirty-six or



forty feet wide, and extending for-
ward from the chamber entrance
to a depth at the base of possibly
150 feet, and again upwards, at the
angle of the vein, to a height of
about sixty feet.

The quite impressive cubic con-
tent of such a mass of slate is the
measure of the stint to be under-
taken by the two rockmen partners
appointed to the chamber. In
point of time, and given fair
average conditions of working,
the removal of the mass and its
reduction into blocks and, finally,
marketable slates, mag occupy 2
matter of fifteen years beforecthe
working place actually assumes the
vault-like appearancewhich gives
rise to the description of “cham-
ber.” |

Rock conditions

In the rockman’s own estim-
ation, the deseription “fair and
average conditions” mean that he
and his-partner are enabled first to
find and-then'to takg adyvantage 6f
natural geological” contiguratiohs
in the slate that the rockman terms
“joints™ from which| (fo | ork
below and behind a’selected ' solid
mass of rock due to be won and
tumbled down lon, to-the chamber
floort

At the lower depths in the ming,
such as on QQ floof, compression,
and the great weight' of the ‘slate
vein, assumes greater significance
than that found at higher levels.
The rock, they say,“feels tougher.”
Natural aids to probing and prising
are fewer and in such cases rock-
men must resort to artificial or
mechanical aids.

The channelling machine is the
chief mechanical aid.

Slate has the facility of splitting
along two planes—one horizontal-
ly or parallel with the face of the
vein ; the other vertically, or from
top to bottom. It is essential,
thercfore, when preparing for a
first “bite” out of the rock to seek
out a natural fissure as a point of
“purchase” from which to begin
the attack on the main bulk or,
tailing that, to create one artificial-
ly.

Usually nature herself provides
the answer in the form of what is
known as a “foot joint.”

If, “however, a joint is not
present, and the mass of rock is
indeed a solid wall, a foot joint,
or its equivalent, must be induced
by the “channellers.”

The channelling machine

The channelling machine, with
its multiple bank of projecting

spearheads &diamond-hard drills,
six feet’ in” length—and driven by

compressed air, has proved an
idcal mechanicdl aid for this work.
The ‘machine’ ‘chisels a six feet
deep cut across the base of the

rock at right jangles to face of the

vein, dand,-if Inccessary, along the
whole width of the chamber from
the, free side at one extremity to
the edge of the great supporting
wall opposite.

The rockman’s initial working
place lis virtually in the space
provided by the “roofing.” The
tunnel, constructed by miners, is
the first excavation, running up-
wards, through the slate, alongside
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the rock of the right hand sup-
porting pillar, leaving first a work-
ing space at the bottom and thence
along the whole length forwards
and upwards to the ultimate roof
of the chamber. The “roofing”
aperture finally emerges in the
traftic level of the floor above and
thus ensures a free flow of ventil-
ation to the chamber.

The working space at the foot of
the rock is sufficient for the start
of operations by the two rockmen,
who begin by cutting a “free side”
on the right hand side_of thé
chamber and then acrss, pro-
gressively taking out the first
thickness of slate.

In our picture of the scene in
Q.4 chamber (see jpage 6),
which the width and slope of thL
slate vein is clearly to be apptecia-
ted, we show channellers David
Emlyn Lewis and Thomas Davies
in the act of digmantling a2 machine
after completing their task.

Most of the bulky ?I%u-lp_mmt is

on the chamber/floor. Themachine
incorporates water-cooling dust
reduction units, Dayid, Enilyn
Lewis\is standigg on\staging from
which a top cut has Leen—chan-
nelled, and is_handing down one
of the six foor rock drills. —When
in operation the drills are mounted
on a horizontal bar, which is to be
seen behind the Lh:mncﬂcr. The
“drifter,” as the rock drills are
termed, bore a line of holes 2}in.,
or 22in. inches in diameter to
the full depth of 'six feet.

A precision tool

The channelling machine is a
precision tool. The drilled holes

are left exactly parallel and in line.
The holes are divided only by the
merest film of rock. A broaching
tool breaks and removes the thin
dividing layers between the holes,
leaving as the finished job a clean
deep cut twelve yards or more
across the face of the vein.

(Q.4, at the stage at which the
picture was taken, was in fact
ready and primed for a resumption
of full scale working.

Thomas Davies, on the floor of
the chamber, has been operating
powcr—dnven cuttmg machines on
veins of both slate and coal. His
experience of coal mines, however,
was not of his own vmhn{m fmd
was as a prisoner of war,

He was out with a field recon-
naissance unit in North Africa
probing enemy movements on the
outskirts of Tunis when his squad-
ron was captured. Until 1944
Thomas Davies languished in pris-
on camp near Naples, but with the

approach of-the-\llied invaders of

11

Iraly | hel was) transferred to Ger-
many.

““Asy soomasthe ‘Jerries” dis-
covered L was! 2| Welshman, auto-
matically and without further in-
qu}ty 1 was drafted to the coal
minegs | of ‘“ﬁlcsm to join other
Welshmen,” he said.

“towas the German’s belief that
every Welshman must be a miner,
and so I became a miner,—that
was until the Russians, coming in
from the East, threatened to over-
run us. It was then that we had
to run for it—or rather march.
We were force marched 1,500
miles in all. They took us down
into Czechoslovakia, then out again
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into Bavaria—this way and that
way, until suddenly it was all over
and we were alone. The ‘Geor-
dies” came up and released us
ofhcially.”

“Hobbies ?”* we asked.

“Certainly not walking” was
the channeller’s reply.

Mark of the machine

The prccisi{}n work of the chan-

nellers and the clean-cut effect
roduced in subsequent operations

FV skilled rockmen are strikingly
illustrated in the photograph ©n
page 9, sh{mmg the intermediate
stage of productiongin Q.3,

The serried line of holes cut by
machine as a top cut are CIEMI}T
seen in section.,

A foot joint has been cut.2long
the base. The rock men, as will be
seen, have succeeded in displacing
and lowering #wo heavy blocks
from the upper channelled cut.
Richard Williams, a rockman with
ten years service, pand—Gilmous
Wyn Hughes, 19 yeaus, \ave pictur-
ed tackling the next phase in the
process-of winning the big blocks,

Theirjob! is\foy slice dff the top
of the block, breaking down the
fine evea propertions into sialler
editions__of/ the | original | 'and in
morec ﬂ'lﬂ.ﬂagEfﬂb]E ]'.'.il'ﬂpﬂll TLIUHS.

The appearance of fite preeision
attained by channellers. and rocks
men in the production of this big
block is not always to be guar-
anteed or expected. . Slate, like
most rock, is afflicted by temper-
ament—of, as the rockman say—

“spags,”—thus any exactitude
which might be achieved is not
necessarily scientific,

Gilmour Hughes, who is seen at
the base with crow-bar in hand, is
a product of our school for appren-
tices. He mmplctf_d a three yeats
course as slate-maker before be-
coming an apprentice rockman.

The practical process

In the practical process of hand-
ling and fashioning slates from the
solid he learned in the mills all the
characteristics of the commodity
produced. There, also, he would
gain the all-important facility of
correct appraisal of the raw mater-
ial before cutting or sawing and
splitting, thus ensuring the maxi-
mum yield of best quality slates from
a given block. The expert slate-
maker must develop an unerring
cye for these things, and by deft
touch, set out to prove the accur-
acy of his estimate in his output of
slates.

Experience in the mills, hand-
ling a wide wvariety of blocks,
inevitably develops an intimate
knowledge Of rypes and quality of
material ‘caleulated to give the best
results with the minimum of waste.

Timesserved apprentices  have
this “impdreant ‘advantage when
the occasion comes,—as 1t came
toyGilmour Hughcs—tu try con-

clusions at_close quarters w ith the

slate /7 situ.  The principles they
find-are unchanged.

Anbther product of the appren-
ticeship scheme is rockman John
Edwin Hughes, seen at work in
(Q.0/(see page 10). He partners his
father, R. D. Hughes.

Father and son partnership
The father and son combin-
ation has been prospering for eight

53
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years. In the picture the partners
are seen squatting under the clear-
ed free side of a channelled cut
preparing a cleavage hole in the
side of the rock.

A water pump—-mmhu of the
many pieces of equipment drawing
power from the ubiquitous com-
pressed air line—is at work in a
pool which has collected over the
foot joint. Seepage from heavy
rainfalls continues long after the
depression has passed over the
Snowdonian hills, and one of the
effects is that which we have illuss
trated—a temporary incoavenience
quickly to be dispersed by pusp
and gravitation to big'sumps and
dams strategically placed in the
mine. At intervals, or, s necessary
the stored water is pumpf:d by our
heavy pumping gear through easy
arqges to the surface, and so into
the streams whichi earry all our
surplus water tg Cardigan Bay.

While the pump is at work the
senior rockman prepares—a eleav-
age hole to receive \a/controlled
clnrgc of gunpowder with which
he proposes. to crack-the! block
along tll)m horizontal plane.

The top layer, up to the limit
of the channelled secttofr;-hasheen
won.

In Q.9

The workaday scene in Q.9 (see
page 12) is typical of chambers in
advanced stages of production.
Channellers were at work there
long ago. The widening is pro-
ceeding and some of the orderly
shapeliness of the less du*cloped
chambers is absent. But, as the

picture shows, blocks of slate of
suitable dimensions appear to be
jostling for position on the floor
of the chamber.

01‘16 block, I'i]rcd on top of a big-
ger c:nnquﬂﬁt > is being swung
round by the air-motor of the crane.
Behind and above this block are to
be seen at least six others, all
cleanly cleft from the widened
section f}f the rock, and which, in
turn, will be lev EI‘Ld and ° cmned”
dnwn fm‘ despatch to the counter-
parts in the production team—the
rockimen’s-slatemaker partners in
the mills.

In this chamber development
has reached a stage where it may
be deemed necessary later to move
forward and beyond the technical
boundary, and under the floor of

Rockman William Jones, one
of Oakeley’s football ‘‘stars"’




Run of blocks from Q. Hitcher is Dewi Lewis




the chamber above, thus to con-
tinue and extend the field of slate
winning.

This operation, involving the
provision of a natural bridge or
bon at the far extremity of the
chamber roof on which to carry
the trathc level serving the floor
above, has been fully described in
previous articles in this survey.

The channellers may be re-
quired again to assist and facilitate
the further advance on the slate.

Natural aids

Even at the great depth which
is common to the (Q floor, natural
aids to slate winning are  often
available. Q.11, which<we have
pictured over the shoulder of an
onlooker at thz mouth of the
chamber (see page/ 16) is) an
example of devulopmeﬁt carried
out by rockmen without the aid of
channelling machines.

The picture iS interesting, €00,
for the fact that it _shows the
nature and purpose of the-free side
running up between 'the slate and
the wall into the dark recessesat
the top(of the chamber.

Working in-the “roofing” is
rockman Morris Hughes, who is
seen cutting / intd| fehe cléfe) to
extend the scope of his operations
up to the big unexploited slab of
slate on the higher \sid¢ of the
chamber.

The section in the foreground,
immediately behind Ronnie Rob-
erts, who is showi/loading waste
into a truck, will be won, too, in
due course.

The development here is clear-
cut and orderly and, as will be

appreciated, presages a further
long period of steady production.

The rockman’s work 1s meth-
odical, involving considerable and
progressive periods of prepara-
tion. There is no haphazard hack-
ing and hewing. The rock must
be nursed, even cajoled, into giving
way before the laws of gravity.

Full scale production

The rockman’s function is in the
nature of a surgical operation,
parting chosen sections of heavy
material from the mother vein at
an acute and difficult angle, using
safe, Liﬁcmnt and proven methods
of extraction, then to induce the
final slide which brings down the
block without damage to the floor
of his chamber.

How effective this can be is
shown to full advantage in our
wide-angled view of Q.8 which is
featured on pages 14-15.

Here, without the aid of chan-
nelling machings-4nd in the strict
tradition of manual slate-winning
is 2 fine block newly parted from
thie sohd h1gh up on the smooth
fice of thevein, and bmught down
by grfwnv al{mg the angle of 40
degfces, The big block must be
halved, 'perhaps’ quartered, by the
mckmen to the length and thick-
ness (of the smooth-faced blocks
awaiting despatch on the trollies.

The massive girth of the vein of
slate filling one end of the chamber
and‘the¢ different working thick-
nesses adopted by the rockmen,
Griffith Jones and Caradog Owen,
are other features of the scene in
Q.8.

19




Seventeen years of
production

The chamber wall, which ex-
tends upwards right through all
floots of the mine, is shown bared
for twenty-five or thirty feet of its
length—it extends even further
and out of the picture to the
tratfic level—and shows some part
of the original thickness of the
vein, The cleared space in the
foreground is the floor of the
chamber—cleared by dint of the
work of two men, relentlessly and
painstakingly repeating thepgo-
cess of cleavage and’ pillaring. to
take out the huge€ubic content of
slate which is represented by the
space.

In Q.8 the rockmen arc about
halfway through'the task. DBefotre
them still stands the formidable
mass, as tough, as thick, as plenti-
ful, seemingly, as it must have
appeared when rockmen first en-
tered the chamber seventeen years
ag0. '

Rockman and-Sculptor

We hayve touched on the art and
arftifice in'the rockman’s eratt} ~1It
is hot necessary to be an artistto
become a ,successful rockman,
thotigh i Griffith” Joues we have
a rockman‘who-is also-an artist-in
slate, and a prize winning artist,
too. He is a selfftaught sculptor,
working exclusively 'in/ Yoofing
slate.  His hand-carved plaques
have won favour at Welsh eistedd-
fodau and av art exhibitions.

Alas! for the eisteddfod and the
skilled amateur sculptors there

does not appear to be much scope
nowadays for fine work with chisel

and mallet on the native slate of
the Welsh highlands. FEven the
National Eisteddfod, says Griftith
Jones, appears content to neglect
the ancient skill.

Our rockman-artist has not ab-
andoned his hobby. While await-
ing inspiration for his masterpiece
he continues to exercise deftness
with the chisel by fashioning
paper-thick miniature fans from
slivers of Old Vein slate. There
are examples of these novelties as
far away as the United States.

Rockman-footballer

Another personality on the Q
floor is William Jones, who com-
bines his work as rockman in Q.13
with professional football in the
Welsh League on Saturdays.

At 28 years he is right wing
player with the Blacnau Ffestiniog
Welsh League First Division team,
His football career since the war
has included first team appear-
ances with Bangor City in the

TLankashit¢_ Combination and the

centre-half, PFommy
period/with Portmadoc, and now,

Cheshire” “Feague ; Cambrian
Coast League football with Har-
leel s AWelshClieague appearances
with-Pwllhelitand the great Welsh
international and  ex-Everton
Jones ; a

as he puts it, “back to Blaenau.”

At one period in his career
William Jones aimed to leave
Welsh League football for the
greater prizes across the border
and secured a trial with Grimsby
Town, then in the hey-day of
success as a First Division club.

In this current football season
Oakeley Quarries have furnished
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three players in the town eleven,
the others being slatemakers D.
Thomas, centre-half, and G. Mor-
gan left half. William Jones says
of D. Thomas : “I consider him
to be a future centre-half for
Wales. He plays 4 brilliant game.”
Gwyn Morgan, incidentally, was
chosen first reserve for the Welsh
amateurs who met Scotland on
March 5.

Miners follow rockmen

Although in the normal course
of events the miner’s drill is heard
first in a new chambeér, thete aie
occasions when the miner must
follow the rockman. If is when
the slate winners havé gone, their
work, ostensibly,/ finished, and
the chamber left ‘high, wide and

empty. While on Q floor such'a

contingency is neeessarily a long
way ahead, it was to be %ﬁ_:aund on
K floor, oné of the higher levels
of the underground workings.
Thére, in K.1, the gldest New
Vein chamber on thefloor, (Calbar
was able to photograph miners
John Reginald Edwards and Rich-
ard Edwards—thé men whodrgve
the tunnel’/for thé new_staircasc
from P floor—actually at avork

winfing slatd from 4 position” far,

removed from the popular’ cons
ception of mining.

The photographreproduced/ on
the back cover of this issue shows
the miners dwarfed against the
high wall of the emptied chamber,
standing on’'staging '~ thirty feet
above the floor drilling behind a
bulge in the wall—all of it good
slate. They are seen boring along
the horizontal plane at the angle

22

of the vein. A gun-powder charge
later will Speed up the go{}d work
of development.

A close inspection of the wall
will reveal a series of near-per-
pendicular serrations in the rock.
Set equi-distant in layers, some of
them almost in line to the chamber
roof, they are the tell-tale marks
of pillaring carried out by an
carlier generation of rockmen, and
probably with the aid of hand-
operated tools before the general
introduction of the air-driven auto-
matic drill.

Rockmen tend frequently to
wotk round geological snags and
similag’ obstacles, thus leaving
bulges here and there similar to
that disturbing the symmetry of the
K.1 wall.

The big bulge in K.1 is expected
to yield many tons of good roofing
slate after the miners have finished.

Security

All dspectsiof work in the mine
are subject first to rigid rules of
conduct governing safety and sec-
ufity. ™ Rockpgen are encouraged
and ‘astisted in-the observance of
the rules by constant watch and
ward of /minz, officials and other
specidlistsin sécurity.

Temperamental inequalities 1n
tock formation are quickly detect-
ed, and it is then that securers
James Parry and Tom Roberts
take over in the chamber to check
suspicions and seek out and re-
move affected parts in the roof or
walls.

In P.11, the chamber in line and
above Q.11, the securers had

- T



made a roof survey and were com-
pleting repairs by scaling off a
suspect section of roof, their plat-
form a perch at the top of a 50
foot ladder.

The picture of them on page 20
slmns ]im Parry aloft near the

top of the 55 rungs, sounding and
removing a faulty layer in the roof.
Standing back in safety, under a
natural bridge of rock’ giving on
to the working part of the cham-
ber, is Tom Roberts.

Pointing the ladder

The ladder is noteworthy not
only for its length but for the
manner in which it_i§ peised. It
stands erect, almost perpendiculat-
ly, to reach a point just short of
the chamber roof. / The only
visible means of support are in

fact those to be seen, namely,
ropes and chain anchorages. The
ladder is tilted slightly forward of
the securer to rest in mid-air
against a skilful arrangement of
ropes and tackles anchored to the
roof walls and floor. The ropes
also hold the ladder firmly in the
erect position, permitting of no
movement sideways, though allow-
ing for slight movement forward
and backwards.

The securer secures himself at
the top, and is thus able to work
freely with both hands. Skill and
judgement. enter exclusively into
this“work, the practical result of
which is to be scen in the debris
on the ehamber floor—all of it
directed to fall well forward and
clear of the securer working with
hammer and crow-bar. i

BONC COEDAN 19023

ELOW is another olddprint to revive mem-
ories. It shows the band of stalwarts engaged
at Bone Coedan, Oalkeéley, about 53 years ago.

“Caban™ is indebted to John Idwal Griffith
for this glimpse of mole-skin trousered past,
The names hdve been recalled, as far as possible.

We leave it to-our oldér g{,nua_tmn to f1ll i fhe
blanks.

From top, left © Richard Roberts, Bob Hughes
(Gors), ]. E. Jones (Gloddfa Ganol), Jack Jones
(Talean), /Joha” Willianis (Llan),\Hugh Hughcs

(Patagonia), Tom Owen (Pencefn), Griffith T.
Williams (1 ccds Street), John Williams (Pen-
rhyn), 1. Idwal Griffith (Plas Isa), Edwin Jones
(Penrhyn), John Williams (Leeds Street), Robert
Jones (Bethesda), Tom Williams (Pwllygath),
Robert, Owen (Glynllifon), John [{:Jhutt-,
Richard Lewis; (Square), Robert Tom Roberts,
Johm Williams “(hlew), Danicl Owen, Ir:hn
Owen - (Penrhyn);Seth” Jones (I l’trlr..t,h} Row-
land Roberts (Pencefn), Handel Bach, William
Williams (Penmortfa), William E. _Tr.m(:s (Gloddfa
Ganol){ Johfi Jofies (Tallafi) VT Robert Williams.
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Exchange)
Top right—Another corner of the exhibition.

Bottorn right—Young critics.
Bottormn centre—Local landscapes find ready interest.

(see News

Top left—Visitors' day. Mr.and Mrs. Harry Cutts examine children's exhibits.

Bottom left—Mrs. Thomas Roberts (right), mother of Medwyn Roberts, Blaenau
Ffestifiiog artist, viewing part of her son's display of 30 exhibits.




Exhibitor Gwerfyl Jones finds Mr. Harry
Cutts (Managing Director) an interested
listener as well as viewer.

NE OF THE most popular and

successtfulenterprises undertaken

by the Oakeley and Votty Club

was an exhibition of art held at
the Club. before Christmas and which
jointly featured the talent of quarrymen
members-afid, the aftistic skillshof théir
children frem local schaols.

The Ffestiniog' Grammar School,
Maenofferen Grammar School and the
Glanypwll |School €ombinéd Twith) the
Club-organisers to give a display of over
200 exhibits.

The.picture dn the front page 6f this
issue~of \*/Caban’’ ~epitomises- the wide
variety of the work submitted.

Revealing Display

It was a most/ xevealing ) 'display,
occupying both the billiards-rOom “and
large concert room, and one which
found favour with a host of visitors as
well as members.

Mr. Harry Cutts,’ our' Managing Dir-
ector, and Mrs. Cutts, paid a special visit
to view the exhibition. Our pictures show
that they were soon lost in admiration of
the wealth and versatility of the talent
displayed.
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Quarry Club
Art
Exhibition

The works of the amateur artists ranged
through oils, water-colours, pen and pen-
cil sketches, and etchings, and were, for
the most part, the product of a highly
developed natural flair for art forms.

Eight charming pencil and crayon
drﬂ,ums_,t\ were exhibited by an incline
engine driver—Edward Williams, who
operates the Tuxford incline at our Votty
mine.

Water colours

D. R, Jones,a tipper on the same level
at-Vatty, also sent-some exquisite sketch-
es:” Harry Daniels, a trathc man at

Oakeley, revealed a striking aptitude for
delicate watersealour rﬁtudir.:s of local

mountain scenes and wild 1
Edgar Daniels, an (JALLIE‘. plan:lcn,u

H. P. Roberts, stonemason, Votty, and
Philip Owen, a slatcmalam at Bonc
Coedan, Oakeley, were among others

adding lustre to the roll of artist-quarry-
men in our midst. '

The children’s work was well re-
presented and was attractively displayed
by the hardunrlxtn‘sﬁ Club committee.
“Caban” joins in the general congrat-
ulations which have hu—:n accorded the
organisers for their public-spirited enter-
prise.
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*Qakeley Wheelers™

ITH the road map of Wales on the

blackboard and a member’s new
machine on the stand, Mr. E. VI B.
Jones, a teacher at the Maenofferen
school, is séen (in)our pictere! (aboyve)
lecturing on the care and maintenance
of the bicycle ta our first cycling club
for appréntices.

Sponsored by the Oakeley andVotty
Club, the “Oakeley Wheelers,™ as_they
are known;—are/taking ap cycling-as a
sport and healthful recreation. Under
the tutorship of Mr. Jones they arc
learning all that 1s possiblé of places of
historical and other interest'in' Walés
with a wview ultimately to organising
extended cycle tours in the Principality.
Map reading, road satety and rpad sense,
geography and a dash of Welsh history,
all add up in class to a thorough prepat-
ation for the holiday awheel.

Stanley Wyn Jones, Oakeley appren-
tice slatemaker, represents the “Wheel-
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ers” on the ClubYcommittee, Cynwal
Wyn Jones, slatemaker, Oakeley, is
secretary, and Hermon Jones, another
slatemaker apprentice, is treasurer of the
enterprising group.

Caban " and RR™

EN from both Q. and R floors are

Fpicturethon page, 2 In their rock-girt
Caban.

[n the picture are John E. Hughes,
Danny KashemTony, Roberts, Ronald
Roberts,!| Geoffrey | Payne, Benjamin
Jones, Thomas ©O. Davies, Maelgwyn
OwmeneDavid S. Roberts, Robert D.
Hughesy Robert Hughes, Thomas E.
Jones, Dewi G. Lewis, David Roberts,
Morris E. Roberts, Richard Stoddart,
John D. Roberts, William R.
Gilmour Hughes, Gwynfor Jones, John
M. Jones, Ellis O. Hughes, William G.
Roberts, Frank Jones, Caradog Owen,
David E. Lewis, Griffith Jones, William
Jones, John 8. Jones, Richard V. Wil-
liams and Morris Hughes.

Parry,
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Miners at work

Landon, E.C.4, and its associated

of 4 Old Mitre Court,
ate Quarries Co. Ltd.

Co. Ltd

company The Votty and Bowydd 5l

CABAN is the magazine of the Qakeley Slate Quarries

Printed by R. E. Jones & Bros. Ltd,, The Quay, Conway




