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to Floor
The Lower Levels

N OUR INDUSTRY the way
down is also the way ahead,
though we must hasten to point
out that in the literal interpre-
tation the way down is not necess-
arily along the route, nor by the
means shown'in the accompanying
phnt’(l_%raph
he lE:lcture on this page,
showi ‘om Roberts, a securer
£ T at Oakeley, confidently descending
s w0 a wire-rope ladder from N to O
¥4 floor, nevertheless has a bearing,
3 b as will be seen, on the all important
factor governing events in our
slate mines, which is, that we never
rest in our pursuit of new fields of
endeavour.
Tom Roberts, in fact, is using
a temporary means of appmach to
rand from) a development zone to
'1' carfy out \routine inspection of
installations essential to production
and the safetyof the mine.

The nortnal way down is shown
in the striking picture on the back
page-of this issue, where it will be
seen a giant staircase, zig-zagging
down to a floor of a worked-out
chamber, gives easy and comfort-
able-access to the working places.
The staircase route continues out
of the picture down to O floor and
reaches upwards to the main en-
trance level on K floor.

Delving Deeper

Delving deeper into the middle
distances in our review of the
floors as they descend, the pattern



of new development becomes clear-
er with the certainty that slate-
winning at Oakeley remains, truly,
a cumulating long-term operation
with a future potential none-the-
less productive than have been the
results of the immediate past.

The emphasis on new develop-

ment cannot be avoided. The
undermanagers, whose job is to
bolster as well as sustain the

regular flow of good blocks to the
mills, live and move in the labyr-

inth underground in a kind_of

private world which, theugh phvs-
ically shut in by massive surround-
ing walls, has its horizon se distant
that it must be measured in years.

Being the men deputed to
carry out the design of thtngs they
see not only that which is there,
but all that which expcrience and

special knowledge assures them is
to come. Attention must con-
stantly be projected well ahead,
and in most cases for years ahead,

seeing through the blank bulk of

a chamber wall to events and
operations which will fructify when
present day ’prentice hands will ke
fully experienced partners in the
ancient craft of slate winning.

Planned Progress

Long-term planning is an essen-
tial and complementary element in
the surge of activity undurgmund
—a rhythmic process of ordered
exploration, skilled preparation,
actual development and, finally,

rewarding production lasting for

VeAars.

This sequence of events yields
mjrﬂ"nn;;1 more 1::*11‘"11-:1|ng than the
sight, first thing in the morning,

Miners widening M.B.10
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On to N.B.10, QOakeley.

of a typical ran of trathe such as
that we have illustrated newly out
of O floor-where-development is
in full swing. | The train of blocks,
with the inevitable waste, 1s seen
marshalled and awaiting- transfer
to the surface via the main haulage
system.

In our Jast issue we pauséd-at
the point Cwhefe| miners Liewis
Griffiths and Joseph Freeman were
reported widening the new chani-
ber M.B.11, w hllL rockmen| awére
about to enter M.B.10 to take out
the first thickness of slate.

The way down, to. N floor, as we
have indicated, iIs via a staircase
solidly built up from many tons of
waste sawn ends of slate. The men
pictured on the staircase are en-
gaged on N floor.

6

It is a long walk down through
the years of earlier development,
passing, a-number of chambers in
advancing) ot advanced stages of
production, before, at N.B.9, we
encounter the sound and shape of
things tg come in the newest New
Vein development zone.

At work-inrIN.B.9 is another of
our! father.and son partnerships—
rockmen David Morris Jones and
hits son, Hugh Morris Jones. The
tradition of family craftsmanship
remains strong at Oakeley ; we
like it that way. The rockmen are
pictured in the act of boring a
pillaring hole in a large block
levered down almost to the floor
of the chamber preparatory to
splitting it into more manageable
proportions for dispatch to the




Father and Son partnership, Oakeley—D. and H. M. Jones, rockman
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other half of the partnership, the
slatemakers at work in the mills
on the surtace.

Father and Son

The power and precision of both
the men and their machine are
graphically conveyed in the study
of father and son. The air-driven
boring tool is firmly held and
directed by David Morris Jones, a
most L\PLIlLﬂCCd rockman. His
son, meanwhile, operates the re-
gulation dust extractor which
draws away and holds eyety par-
ticle of dust raised by thé revolving
drill, at the same time facilitating
visual control of the pillaring
operation.

The sturdy bulk of the rockman
on the ladder is derived, as David
Morris Jones says, as much from
his zest for hill walkmg as his

**Follow-throug.

e

" development.

agility as a rockman, clambering
up and down the slope of the vein.

David Morris Jones springs
from farming stock, but his pre-
ference for the slate industry has
not diminished his interest and
association with the countryside.
His chief pastime is to walk the
surrounding hills and country
roads observing the seasons come
and go, noting the bird and
animal hfL and calling on farmer
friends. “I am a rockman by trade,
but I am a countryman, too,” he
insisted.

Steel on Rock

Mingling with the distinctive
note of the pillaring drill biting
easily into the slate was the harsher
sound of hardened steel driving
into solid rock coming from
bevond the wall of the chamber.

Roofing, O.B.1




Here, taking place, was the inev-
itable develo opment. N.B.9 is open
and producing. N.B.10 could not
be far behind!

But development is not always
in time or in step with the desired

rhythm of our progress. It was
so here, where miners were at
work driving out in a northerly
direction almost at right angles to
thL easterlv run of the floor, seek-
ing the “chert,” the hard ]aj.cr of
rock above the vein of slate, before
striking out to extend the group of
chambers.

Joseph Freeman;, whom we saw
assisting in corresponding devel-
opment work on the floor above,
was here with his veteran partner,
David Douglas Evans. The miners
explained that sometimes the strata
plaved tricks with thetr calcul-
ations and that it was necessary

Miners . .

carefully to read the signs lest a lot

of well meant effort came to
naught. One simple and effective
aid to 1Lﬂ{1111g the signs are the
surveyors’ direction lines, suspend-
ed like plumb lines from the roof
and shown in our picture of the
miners’ level.

“‘Exploration’’

A glance from behind, keeping
both tell-tales in line, shows the
direction which must be followed

andwhieh is known as the pillaring

line. The device also reveals any
unwanted deviation. This form of

“exploration” by the miners is, of
course, care ful]\ calculated .md
controlled, and must conform to a
master plan of development which,
as in the New Vein districts,
eventually becomes common to a
group of succeeding floors.

. at the end of the line
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Widening O.B.2 after




The miners’ ultimate objective
is the opening of N.B.10 and to
make a way to N.B.11, but is not
the only consideration in the task.
It is also necessary to prepare a
roofing or tunnel following the
slope of the bed from the floor
below.

This provides for an extension
and improvement of the natural
ventilation to the twin areas of
development above and below the
floor.

Roofing may also be a starting
point from which to widen a
chamber below. The way ahcad
thus builds up .dfto an_ inter-
related, purposeful  cngineering
project designed as_much to im-
prove conditions for the present
as to cater for fREREHture. QU
further example of the link-up in
the general scheme of develop-
ment occurred at N.B.7.

Traffic speed-up

To $peed up the moyement of
traffic expected fromt the new de-
velopment a level was cut through
a corner of the great wall separ-
ating N.B.7\from its neighbouring
chamber N.B.6, on the south side.
The tunnel w;ll by-pass trafhc
acrosé-the/chambes floor’on to the
traffic Tevel serving N.B.6; thence;
via a more convenient approach,
to the main incline‘midway) along
the floor.

This diversion serves not only
to improve traflic facilities, but in
the long-term/approach’ creates'a
certain freedom of movement, en-
abling the scope of projected de-
velopment on the floor below to
be very much widened.

12

\ stage in the progress is shown
in our picture of rockmen Richard
Stoddart and William Hughes
Evans emerging, with a ladder
from the unfinished tunnel 1n the

wall.

William Hughes Evans, who
started with us as a slatemaker,
came back to Oakeley following
service in Korea, where he had
operated with a raiding and de-
molition squad. He was present
in Korea duling the first retreat in
1951, serving with the brigade of
mfantn which fought its way
back to the relief of beleagured
American forces. Thereafter he
was ‘emgaged in a number of
exploits, none of which he is dis-
posed to discuss. He admits,
however, that his work was cal-
culated to achieve the maximum
nuisance value for the common
enemy. His “demolitions” are
now strictly controlled operations.

The ‘‘Nether Regions”’

The “@’*foor, appmumatdv
800 feet below the site of the
Quarry Office, may be dﬂSlgﬂath
as' d{:ﬁmtdv in the nether regions.
We~ reach™it 'via a further easy
descent along the main staircase.
Oun objective here is new develop-
ment 1 the' New Vein at the
eastern and western ends of the
floor.

Development may reveal itself
in unexpected places. Just as the
quiet of an unlighted length in the
leveD starts to encourage a belief
that all must be achieved in that
particular zone a glow of reflected
light suddenly emerging from what

Continued on page 16
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New bridge for new traffic, Oakeley
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well forward
Floor to Floor '")

in readiness for the opening of O18 and other

ii

the level (bottom right) driven
chambers (see

and




FLOOR TO FLOOR

continued

appears to be a hole in the floor of
a worked-out chamber relieves the
darkness ahead to confuse the
uninitiated and to alert the quest-
1[}ﬂmg mind. It was so at O.B.1 on
our journev down. To all intents
a deserted chamber, we were pullLd
up short by the rattle of chain in
the darkness, then the glow
through the ﬂnm followed bv a
lighted helmet emerging literally
through the floor. Under the light
was the quizzical face of Robert
Williams, showing mutual surprisec.

He hﬂd hauled himself up
through the roofing tunnel from
the floor below om a wisit of
inspection. ‘

Hole in the Floor

The hole in the floor, located 2
few vards from the “level and
against the wall inside the mouth
of the emptied chamber was, as he
explained, the first stage in-another
practicat form of development,
which; il due conrsé;would enable
the rockman and his partnér to
work upwards and under the bon

Cﬂl*lvmg the/ level and c-:mvemng'

it into a nagural bridge of Fock an
thence onwards, at the angle of the
vein to\ win)the huge weight rand
thickness of slate forming the floor
of O.B.1.

The crater-like dipyof /the hole;
which we have illustrated, ‘is the
top of the roofing tunnel driven
up from P.B.1. Rockman Robert
Williams is on the chain examining
the top and sides. Below, at the
base of the roofing, the operation
known as widening, was taking

place.

The original roofing from P.B.1
is discernible on the wall of the
level in the background of the
picture. The gain anticipated by
the second roofing in the fore-
ground is represented in part by
the space between the two aper-
tures. Actually, the whole floor of
the chamber comes within the
compass of the development.

Following Through

This form of development adds
considerably to the life of the lower
chamber, enabling it to yield its
maximum possible pmductu}n and
to take a considerable “premium”
in the form of blocks from the
unused floor of a complementary
chamber above in which usual
methods of production have eased.

In O.B.2 the next phase in the
“follow through’™ movement was
well advanced. Our picture illus-
tratcs the position clearly.

Standing on the bon, or natural
bridge left bv rockmen working
uﬂder and through from P.B.2
some 00-feet below, and looking
ahead ™ into the recesses of the
worked out chamber is Under-
rhahages-Motfis. Jones. Rockman
David Roberts is seen balanced on
a chain at the extreme end of a
widening which started, as in O.B.
1, 'with an' exploratory roofing
tunnel emerging as a hole in the
floor. In this instance the roofing
tunnel has lost its identity.

Working laterally from the bot-
tom of the roofing and across the
face of the vein, P.B.2 rockmen
have widened and won their way
upwards until, as the picture shows
they emerged under the bon or
trafhc level projecting the face of

16



the rock forward and upward
actually into the floor of the dis-
used O.B.2. The top of their

chamber thus became the lip of the
floor above, and what remained to
be gamcd was the mass stretching
beyond into the darkness of the
picture and into the hidden depth
below,

Natural Brfd’ge

The provision of a natural bridge
for the traffic level over a joint
undertaking in this category is not
always practicable. In some cases
the bon must also be taken out and
in its place must be cefistructed
the more orthodox type of bridge
with steel girders, wooden floor
and steel stays.

An cxﬂmple of the sturdy bridg-
ing called for in our industry was
provided on “O” floor where 2
new construction supported by 40

feet steel girders spanned the gap
left by the removal of a natural
bridge over P.2. The new bridge,
photographed in its unfinished
state and before the installation of
stays to be pinned to the roof, was
erected by Oakeley engineers. It
is a hean duty traffic viaduct built
to carry the new trafhic from the

O.B. district down to the incline
on “0O” flcor.

Tom Roberts, the securer, is
pictured inspecting the stanchions.
He has made his way to the scene
vm the temporary ladder from

7 floor, a route which the new
bridge is desi gned to supersede.

New Vein Development

Out in the western district on
“0O” floor development follows
the more straightforward course

Continued on page 19

Miners Eric M. Hughes and Stefan Pogodzinski widening 1.34, a new chamber in the New Vein at Votty.
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Renewing roof timber, Oakeley
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The Timberman at Work

UR MANY readers outside the

immediate circle directly engaged

in the winning of slate cannot fail
to have been impressed by pictures
stressing the massive dimensions of our
underground workings and, in particular,
by the apparent reliance on natural
support for the expanse of lofty roof.
This is true in general. The great
chambers, in which the slate is won from
the vein, are hewn from the solid, the
roof being supported onawalls of live
rock thirty to forty feet thick. Thelevels,
too, for the most part are tunnelled and
self-supporting, but very oceasionally,
where there is faulting in the strata, or
evidence of other weaknesses, resort 1§
made to the use of timbgred suppoxt.

An example of the skill of the timber-
man is seen here in the illustration of a
section of the trafhic level on K floor at
Oakeley, where William H. Jones, who
gained his skill as a miner in the South
Wales coalfield, is pictured renewing
roof timbers. In his hand he has a wedge
of timber, fashioned with the adze, and
Is preparing to insert it in the uneven
rock above. The four upright pillars of
timber behind him are temporary sup-
portsy satepuarding the timberman as he
removes cross-members for renewal.

The timberman selects and cuts the
side and eross timbers to suit the exact
requirements, fitting each piece of timber
perfectly to form a solid, sound and
lasting structure which, \\Ith the ingen-
ious wedging above the cross-members,
gives a guarantee of security.

FLOORTO FLOOR continued

with new chambers being mined,
prepared and added to the group
producing-New Veifr.

The study“ef' full-scale’ activiey
we have illustrated on pages 14-15
presents with almost— paneramic
effect the' course whichave! follow.
The subject for our study is O.17,
one of the new dhambers in rha,
new district/ COT is_vypical o
both the momentum and 1'11}'rhm
of productive development,

The tell-tale ribbing of the
channelling machine shows where
a free side has been cut at the foot
of the rock to facilitate and speed
up the rockman’s task.

The rockman, Robert D. Ed-
wards, is up on the chiselled face
of the vein drilling a hole capable
of blasting down a forty-ton
block. I-Iugh Martin, his partner,

stands by with the dust extractor.
A labourer is filling waste into a
waggon, and a block awaits dis-
patch| to, the-ineline. This is the
workaday sceng,) relieved on the
right by a glow of light made by
miners_at_work driving a level
through the-wall of, the Ll']’ll‘ﬂbﬂi
driving ahead to new chambers
and new wistas of industry and
production.

We ' leave the story of the
yventure from floor to floor at this
stage watching the miner, William
John Jones, and his appmnnw,
George Ratcliffe, a newcomer
from laveipool, forging ahead
literallv at the end of thie trathic line
and, as our picture shows, levelling
up the bottom and side of the
tunnel which soon will give access
to O.18 and other chambers yet to
come.



NEW BOYS
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In this issue we introduce and
to the trade at Votty—two who
slatemaking, one who has enter
fourth, who joins us as a junior
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pictured each at work in his res
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ONALD BRYAN ROBERTS, mem-

ber of a Blaenau family with a long
association in the industry, who, at the
age of 15} years, comes to us from
Blaenau Ffestiniog Grammar School.

Ronald is seen splitting a small block
ot slate, the product of which he will
trim and dress to the size required for

Ronald B. Roberts Uuse as dﬂmp COUrses.

Like several of our younger employees,
Ronald Roberts is a keen and active
member of the Blaenau Ffestiniog squad-
R. A W. Shepard ron of the Air Training Corps. Already
he has attained the status of senior cadet
and his.spare time is devoted to further-
ing" WS ‘proficiency with a view to
qualifying for rank as corporal.  His
speciahities; be\says, are nmavigation and
flight €éngingering. In camp at the R.ALF.
base at Shawbury he had opportunity last
summer of studying these skills at first
hand duridg training flights in an Anson
aircraft seated alongside the pilot. “We
went through a ‘bumps and circuits’
course with some cross-country flving.
It was a great thrill—landing and taking
off—and 1 am looking forward to more
of it this summer,” he said.

PODNEY ALAN WERNER

SHEPARD, also a product of the
Grammar School, and aged 151, is seen
at the other end of the Votty mill
actually in th: act of dressing damp
coursz slates. Rodney Shepard comes
from London. He was a war-time
evacuee who stayed to assimilate not




AT VOTTY
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welcome four new 'prentice hands
intend to master the skill of
ed the engineering shop, and the
clerk at the quarry office. We have
pective sphere, and here they are :
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only the Welsh language but the trad-
itional local way of I:te and has taken
his place alrmerﬂjcl ptupic he knows well
learning an ancient craft. Rodney isa
basic cadet in the Blaenau AJLC.
squadron.

ARETH WILLIAMS, whose steady
eye and strong right arm Stand him
in good stead while manipulating stocks
and dies, is an apprentice fitter with the
Votty engineer. We see him making lin.
bolts from steel salvaged from old
waggon axles. Gareth’s hobbies are
stamp collecting |and -fishing, with. the
emphasis on stamps. He has bvex 4000
stamps from all parts of the wiofld in his
collection, most of them supplied by his
brother, a ship'yolicer whoj, ysays
Gareth, “started/ me pff/ as a \collectar
when I was a small boy.”

Gareth Williams

lL.eonard Goodman

FEONARD GOODMAN alsg | =

Grammar School hm.', and seeén at the
telephone in the Votty f*ETH:t is aged 19,
and comes to us as a juning” cletk;
I.eonard is no exception to the tradition
of the quarries, kis father, a slatemaker
at Oakeley, having been with us thirty-
five years.

Also in the nature of things, our new
juniot clerk has a useful hobby. In his
case it is carpentry. He is a member of
the St. David’s Guild and, being an
enthusiastic billiards player, looks for-
ward to improving his game as a member
f our Qakeley and Votty Club.




CYFNOD I'W GOFIO

Richard Jones yn dechreu Cyfnod y Chwareli
yn Ffestiniog

eli yn y cylch hwn nid oedd gan v

chw arxlu\r arfau prlndnl tuag at eu
gwaith, nid oedd peiriant yn unman,
telly ’roedd rhaid gwneud v goreu o’r
arfau oedd ganddynt. Gweithi cl v dydd-
iau hynny yn yr awyr acrnred gan
Y CIelgwyr, ac yn y wi aliau o gan y chwarel-
WyT. Rhw. evtiau wedi.eu hadeiladu
ganddynt hwy eu hunain‘oedd y waliau; a
*"u elir olion o’r rhaifi, a’r rwhel nadclu
0’u cwmpas yn aghs ©r man llé tynai’r
Crelgwyr y cerrig.

Yr Arfau Gweithio

Dyma rai o’u hatfau: haearn pilern
(nid wyf ym meddwl fod ganddynt vy
plwg i bileru carreg ¥ pryd hyn, ac mai yr
hacarn pileru oedd yn gwneud y gw aith
lm anw);  pirim a chowijan; eyllell bach
a’r trafel : a'thys i dori rhyw fath o ben
i"w hollti, a gwnaed hynny drwy dori
bwlch [ yna taro ar ei gyler gyda’r rhys,
Nid It.‘:dd creiniau, dim-end symud g}da
trosolion, 4 bvddm otynol it ch'mnn a
elwid yn traahrrllmxr drin eu cerrig yn
hwylus i | chwarelwes, ae| wit yr-oedd
medrusrwidd/ yr hen) | weithwyr h!.n
gvda’r pirim/a’r gowjan, a thrin clwt,
tyny ag unr hyw chwarelwr. \Iae n
del Vg mai ebillja mvechwyl oedd gan'y
creigivyr 1/dflla, oad dacth! v jumper i fri
yn fuan iawn, math o ebill oedd y jumpar,
rhyw saith droedfedd o hyd, a,rvda dau
ben iddo, pen taro, a’r | pen \corddi.
"Roedd clap trwm rhwag y.ddau ‘ben:
Pen taro thyw hanner llath o hyd, a’r pen
arall yn hump a chwech, Taro’r twll yn
ay ntaf, a’i daro hyd nes cyrhaedd y Llap a
dipyn o orchest/fyddai taro twll at y clap
heb stopio. Yna ei droi i’r pen arall, ai
gorddi eto at vy clap. Os na by ddat v
iumper yn ddigon o hyd i qﬁ,rhacdd
Slout, yna byddai’n rhaid cael v Ladi i’w
Or Hul (mh gai hyny w eithiau gorddi
twll hyd at ryw bedair llath neu ragor.

P AN ddechrevwyd gweithio y chwar-

Y Melinau

Ymhen rhai blynyddau daeth tro er
Lm:ll yn hanes y chwarelwyr, pan ddaeth
y peirianau a’r melinau, yn lle y waliau.

Cafwyd byrddau cytaddaq 1 lifio, ag
injans naddu yn lle y gyllell tach a'r
drafel. Injan naddu un gyllell oedd
rhai cyntaf yma, yn agweithio i fyny ac i
lawr fel gxx-:,lar injan hogi lifiau heddiw.
Cofiaf un o’r rhai hyn yn hen injan pen
inclen chwarel uchaf, ac ’roedd V1o
fwrdd plaenio, yn cael ei droi a’r olwyn
ddwr, gogyfer a’r fynedfa i Lefel Fawr.
Daeth eu gwell pan gafwyd inian naddu
dwy u*II::]I fel a clrlefm'ddlr heddiw, a’r
pric mesur yn yr ochr chwith, yn lle yr
ochr dde fel cynt.  Olwynion dwe oedd
ymhob chwarel i droi y melinau, a llawer
oedd ohonynt, ac ar gof amryw sydd
fyw heddyw, a bu ambell chwarel yn di-
bynnu ar yr olwyn ddwr hyd ei diwedd.
Daeth eto newid mawr pan ddaeth yr
ager 1 sylw, ag i gael ei ddefnyddio yn
e’r olwiynion dwr. a dyma sydd wedi fy
nghymell 1 ‘ysgrifenu ychydig am vy
Drivers a’r stokers yn Chwareli Oak-
eley.

Y Gyrrwyr'a'r Tanwyr

Dechreuaf yn y Chwarel Uchaf, Chwar-
ol Holland, fel'yf arferid ei galw. Nid wyf
yn coffo i mi‘weled ol olwyn ddwr yn y
rhan uchaf, ond cofiaf yn dda am yr hen
dy-injan oedd ar dalcen yr hen injan, ond
wedi adeiladu yr injan newydd, pa un
sydd ar ei thraed eto, fe adeiladwyd ty
injan newydd, a ]-:mah Roberts oedd y
driver, ac yn gofalu am y boiler, gan
gadw v peirianau yn lan a threfnus, ag un
felly'oledd Jonah, ac vn byw yn y chwarel.
Injan Isaf. Robert Grifhiths, Llwyngell,
oedd y driver yma, yntau yn gnfa]u am y
boiler a’r peirianau, a’u cadw’n lan, gan
ofalu am oilio’r cyfan.  Cyfeiriais ar
olwyn ddwr pen yn inclen, *roedd honno
yn bod cyn adeiladu vy Felin Tsaf, pa un a



weithiai gydag ager. Chwarel Ganol.
'Roedd dwy felin yma, y Felin Fach a’r
Felin Fawr. Thomas Davies, oedd yn
gofalu am ddreifio y Felin fach a’r boiler.
Yn y pen agosaf i ben y lwybyr o’r Felin
Fawr, dyma lle roedd Edward Jones,
yntau yn gofalu am y boiler a’r dreifio.
Roedd y ddau ddreifar yma yn byw yn
nhai y chwarel, lle mae rhai o feibion
Edward Jones eto’n byw. Pen yr Inclen i’
injian Fawr. Yma roedd Robert Thomas,
Llwyngell, yn gofalu am dri neu bedwar
boiler. Roedd digon o waith iddo gario
¢lo gyda berfa i fidio y boiler 1 hun, a
ownai hynny wrth ei fodd 2’i fedr.
Dreifars pen yr Inclen ac ar y Stage oedd
John Hughes Llangollen, a Edward
Wynne o Drefriw. Ar ben yr Inclen yma,
'roedd prysurdeb eithriadol, a’rdreifars
a’u llygaid yn sefvdlog ar yr Inélen, pa un
oedd a phump flordd, ac y eodi o bum
dyfn, a’r “fall” le roedd  Tawer vn

gweithio v pryd hynny. 'Roeddyna griw

ar ben yvr Inclen, dyma denwau rhai
ohonynt : Ellis
Ben Jones o'r Manod, Simeon, Jones
Tanyerisiau, David Williams, Nanty-
march, Maentwrog, Edwin Morris a
Elias ei frawd. Fe fydddi'n werth geaym
edrych arnynt yn dadfachu'y ccrhy?;ﬁg_&l
y byddent yn dyfod i fyny, a’r dreifars yn
eu landio yn eu speed, nes y byddai’r
cerrig yn landie yn y Felin, 2’ rwbel yn
mynd hyd aty-Machine hwyso. \Roedd v
dynion hyn lyn eodi dros fil ‘o_dunelli ‘o
rwbel, heblaw cerrig i’r ddwy felin bob
dydd, a Robert Isaac Jones, Dinas Road,
gyda’r Lioco [yn dreifio i ben |y domen.
Nid oedd-pen ¥' domen y—pryd ‘hynay
ond just ar gyfer lle mae y Slat” Mill
heddiw,

Bonc Coedan
Yma eto ‘roedd prysurdeb garw ar

vr inclen, er nad oedd yal codiiy pryd,

hynny ond v rwbel o’r Tfall,’ a4'x il
Nid oedd Melin Bonc Coedan wedi
ei hadeiladu, a dyna lle roedd pen y
domen, tipio i lawr i gyfeiriad Clogwyn
mawr ac 1 gyfeiriad/Penybont /a |Thals
waenydd, ac wedi llenwi y gwagle yna yr
adeiladwyd Melin Bone Coedan. Dreifar
pen inclen oedd William Davies (Sais) yn
byw yn Dinas Road, a Richard Jacobary
Stage yn dysgu dreifio. Dewi Mai o

Jones o’¢r Llan, Joha

torl erCmywyhcwtogi(y chain.

Feirion yn gofalu am y boilers, a Richard
Roberts, Clogwyn Brith, yn dreifio v
Loco i ben y domen. Wedi adeiladu y
Felin, Hugh Hughes oedd y Dreifar ac
yn gofalu am y boiler, yntau yn byw yn
Rhiw. Dreifar Inclen yr I, John Williams,
Dolwyddelen, a Tommie Morton ar y
Stage. Inclen K William Davies, Tal

waenydd, a William Jones yn L. Pwmp
Mawr, John Edwards, Talwaenyvdd, a
Robert John Davies, Rhydsarn, a gerddai
foreu a nos i Rhydsarn. fuclens y Mynydd.
Hugh Jones (hen gerrig) sef tad Robert
J. Jones, ysgrifenydd Undeb y Chwarel-
wyr, a Thomas Williams, Talwaenydd.
Dreifars Me'inan Bone Shaft, John Morris
Jones a Joseph Harry Roberts.  Yn
dreifio v Loco a dynai y rwbel o'r Cutting
ve oeddyThomas Roberts, mab Jonah
Roberts, a bu John ei frawd yn dreifio
hyd nes yr aeth drosodd i'r America.
Dreifar gwahanol i’r rhai wyf wedi eu
henwi ond v pwysicaf ohonynt sef yr
hen wron John Chart, dan ei ofal ef oedd
y Siafft Fawr, lle bu ar hyd ei oes. Dwr
oedd yn gweithio y siafft ; tanc o ddwr
wrth ben y cage yn falance i godi’r bloc,
a bu John Chart yn ofalus ag yn llwydd-
ianus gyda’i waith. Gresyn 't chwarel
golli defayddioldeb yr hen shaft. Bydd-
ai’r cerrig yn glanio yn y felin yn wlyb ac
yn wlydder i'w gweithio. Nid rhaft oedd
vn weindio y ddau cage, ond cadwyn a

hono yn mynd rownd y ddwy olwyn ar
v tép,ac yo glwin ap waelod a top pob

cage, yr oedd y chain yn ryw chwech
dolen o led, a byddai’n rhaid weithiau eu
: | _ Pe di-
gwyddaii un’ cainc dorife wyddai John
Chart ar unwaith, a gofalai y byddai
archwiliad yn cael ei wneud, er y byddai
hyany yn cael e wianeutl o leiaf yn fisol.
*Roedd yna ddaueédd yn tynnu-a-rhoi ar
v siafft, a dyma v pwysicaf o honynt, set

Meses-Roberts, Talwaenyvdd, a fu vma

hyd) ei~oes, yna William Chart, John
Evan Chart, Cornelius Roberts, William
Williams (Sir Fon) ag amryw eraill yn eu
tro, v cwbl yn bartners ar y dunnell, ag
yn clirio’r felin. Y mae un 0’r criw eto’n
aros, set John Edwards, Talwaenydd.
Dreifar Melin Penybont oedd David
Williams, yn gofalu am y ddwy Felin.
Nid wyf wedi enwi dreifars oedd ar
Inclens v twll. Soniais am John Edward

Parhad ar dudalen 21.
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61 years at Oakeley
OBERT JOHN DAVIES, newly
retired driver of the Middle Bank

haulage, Oakeley, whom we picture in

his sunlit garden at Rhvd y Sarn, will be

80 next birthday. HWe has retited Witk a

record | of \Q1 years'_serviée bo) pumps,

compressors and haulage at Oakeley, and
with-an _attendance record Jalmaost, una-
equalled.

Robert Davies is spending his retire
ment ~tg, oge~ of the - most—~delightful
retredis in\the Dwivryd Valley, His/home
is the birthplace of Tanymarian, the
eminent Welsh hymhogl6gist and authbr
of the oratorio “Storm | Tiberias/™\/ A
plaque over the door commemorates the
association,

Robert Davies is a member of a long
line who have lived at Rhvd y Sarn, and
it is this association which gives him
most pride. He does not regret the
vears of walking up and down the long

hill to and from Oakeley in all weathers,
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though he was grateful he said for the
imnauguration of the bus service which
in his later years carried him “from door
to door.”

The long, link with Oakeley is main

tained by Edmund Davies, his son,
tinphn"cd as unhooker on Bone Coedan.

Caban 0. Qakeley
(See picture, front page)

Ti IE gay group pictured on our front

page 1s of some of the men on O
Floor, Oakeley, seated in their rock-girt
Caban. In the picture are: William R.
Edwards, caban secretary, who is seen
keeping the company amused ; Eddie
Crilly, 2 comparative newcomer, and who
hails from Birkenhead; George Ratcliffe,
an apprentice miner ; [dris Evans :
Gwilym E. Jones; Morris Hughes ;
R. D. Edwards; Hugh Hughes and

William |. Jones.



Frarwelio a Mr. Edward Jones

Yr olygfa yn Volly adeg ffarwelio ac anrhegu Mr. Edward Jones, sydd newydd

ymneilltuo o fod yn rheolwr y chwarel, gan y staff a'r chwarelwyr. Cyflwynwyd yr

anrhegion ar ran y staff gan Mr. Emlyn Jones, ei olynnydd, ac ar ran y gweithwyr
gan Mr,. Robert Jones. Cyflwynodd Mr. leuan Jones anrheq i Mrs. E. Jones.

Quarry Club Queen

MILING SALLY JONES, aged 17,

of 2, Cambtian TFerrace, Rhiw, dlected
by balloty_QOakeley and “Votty ~€lub
Quarry Queen for” 1954, Sally i5 the
second daughter of William Evan Jones,
Oakeley laboeurer, and N, Jondss—and
is employed-as ‘a ‘machintit™at 'a~{ocal
clothing factory. The Quarry Queen-
elect will be crowned at the €lub SpOLts-
carnival in the summer.

“N* Floor. Caban
(See picture, page 2)

EATED under the natural slope of the

strata in Caban N, Oakeley, are (1 to r)
David Roberts, Richard Stoddart, H.
Morris  Jones, David Morris Jones,
William Hughes Evans, Edgar Daniels
(caban secretary), Hugh Edward Jones
and Benjamin Jones.




Owen Samuel Owen

Votty Hooker

OWN on 6 .and 7 floors at Votty

will be found genial Owen Samuel
Owen, hooker, and now, after 54 vears
continuous service, almost an institution
in the mine,

The family tradition bf-serviee which
is a feature of our slate mines 15 strongly
represented in this instance. John Glyn
Owen, fathéer of O. S-OQwengcwas pump
attendant at Votty for nearly 50 years

Polish War Vetleran
TEEAN /POGODZINSKI,\ a Votty
miner, whom!' we have pictared else-

where with his partner, Eric M. Hughes,

widening in a new|chdamber at Votty,
settled at Blaenau aftera long and yaried
career as a soldier and miner.

He was in the van of Polish resistance
to the German invasion in 1939, fighting
with an anti-tank unit. , When his
country was overrun he made his way
through the Balkans into Syria, where
he joined the French forces. With the
fall of France in 1940 his determination to
“have another crack™ at his country’s
enemies sent him across the Syrian border
into Palestine. There he linked up with

the British Forces and moved quickly
into Libya with a newly formed Polish
Brigade and saw much action in be-
leaguered Tobruk. The next phase was
service with the 1st Tank Division with
the Army of Liberation.

He continued with the Division into
Germany and remained in the conquered
country with the Army of Occupation
until demobilisation in 1947. Having
elected to make Britain his home he
married a Dutch emigre and began work
as a forester.

He gravitated to slate mining via the
local lead mines and has now settled with
his young family at Blaenau Ffestiniog.
His two (121L1*Thtt‘f'-. aged four and six
years.respectively, he says, speak Dutch,
their mother’s tongue, some Polish,
Iﬂnghsh and of course, Welsh.

“Welsh is their first language, and it is
now evident that my wife and I must
soon make a real effort to learn the
language also.”

Eisteddfod Nadolig

Caban
Bonc Shafft, Oakeley

LYWYDD, Edward Jones; trysorydd,

John S. Williams ; xsgrattnmd{!
Owen Williams. Beirniaid, cerdd, I
Rarry Hughes ;-stori fer, George Pcnm
v guizy EdwatdJones ; araith hn‘ fyfyr,
William Griffith,

Dyfarniadau : Unrhyw stori fer ddon-
iol, (:hn Roberts:

(_:an ddoniol neu gan gwerin, 1 rai dan
25 oed, Anarawd Jones.

QOuiz 1 griw o bedwar partner, tim
Harry Parry.

Her tnawd (agored), lorwerth Roberts

Araith byr-fytyr, Idwal G. Davies.

Canu emyn neu garol (agored), A
arawd Jones.

Darn heb el atalnodi,
Evans.

Gwneud brawddeg saith gair gyda’r

Arthur Wynn

lythyren a'r gair roddir ar y pryd,
Robert Thomas Jones.

Deuawd (agored), cyfartal gyntaf,
Arthur W. Evans, Evan R. Jones, a

Gwyn Morgan, (:hn Roberts.
"Lw. einy dd VI eisteddfod oedd Thomas
_[nnu, a'r arweinydd canu, Hugh
Idris Roberts.
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Transformer House.
Voily

GLIMPSE«into the enlarged trans-
former house at the top of Tuxford

incline at Votty, showing (left) an
additional B.T.H. rectifier transformer
newly installed in the new annexe to

augment the electric power supply to the
Votty mine.

This annexe was built of slate waste
sawn-ends by Hugh P. Roberts, a Votty
mason. The sulb-station now houses
transformingeequipment of 500 k.w.,
the main supply of 11,000 volts A.C.
being reduced and
standard voltages of 500 and 250 D.C.
The rectified current provides for haulage
pumping, and other purposes through-
out the mine.

rectified to the

CYFNOD I'W GOFIO (parhad)

pwmp mawr. "Roedd v pwmp yma yn
cael e1 ystyried ynun o’r pwmpiau rnwvaf
wedi ei wneud gan berchenogion Foun-
dry De Winton, Caermarvemn. Yr oeddyn
codi dwr v gwaith o't L ifyay i’r|/G, yna
allan 1 Pannrafon "Roedd iddo dn neu
bedwar strfJLﬁb, ond nid wyf yn cofio
faint oedd v ei godi bob stroke, ond
mae erbyn/ heddiw jwedi/myned’ i'r
scraps, ac mae yha electric pwnip yn
gwneud ei waith yn yr L ac yn raflu 1,200
o alwyni bob murud. Nid Ges) angen Vi
hen foilers, yewblwedi myned’r sefaps,

a’r trydan w redi cymeryd lle yr ager. Yn
Pantyrafon, ger agnrlad Txvnel Maxn

pan oedd yr ager yn troi/yr Incléns a7y
melinau, ’roedd yna ddau neu dei yn
gwneud dim ond dadlwytho glo o
L‘Ir".CJEI.LI yr L.M.S. ac yn llwﬁ. tho trﬁ. clau
bach perthynol i'r  gwaith er , mwyn
cyflenwi v boilers bob' dydd. Dﬁ,nmn
wedi my ned i wth o oedran oedd v rhai
hyn, ac wedi cael eu hanfon ar “light
job,” yn ol barn Mr. Roberts y manager
y prvd hynny. Ar adegau pan fyddai
dlp\ﬂxn hnsur ya y glo arferid rhoi help
iddynt y pryd hynny, ac felly digwydd-

odd i Griftith Parry (Dolwen) fod allan
ohoni, fel y bydda’n arfer gennym
ddweud. Anfonw yd Griffith i’r glo, ac ar
ddiwedd y dydddyma ddyw edndd ef, ag
yntdu yn el breim tel dyn ifanc : “Cy thral
o le ydi yr iard lo yma, yn Eﬂ‘ﬂ-’ﬂdl&_f 1
weithio yn ochr Ned W illiams y Penthyn
yma,” a doedd ar Griffith ddim eisiau
wyned Vv glo/wedi hynay. Dyma enwau
yr hen gy meriadau oedd yno y pryd hyn.
Humphrey Mosgans a Dafydd Williams,
Beudy | Bach, | Dolwyddelen, Edward

Wi]liama o'r Pe:mrh}'n,

Fel yna dyma fi wedi rhoi ychydig ar
bapur e hanes adran o weithwyr na
welals fawr grybwylliad am dan}nt o'r
blaﬁn ond tLll}ngdnt sylw fel dynion tu
a’u calonau yn eu ;Jvasth Mae vna rhyw
ddau neu dri yn fyw oedd ar ben Inclen

brysar 'y chw arel gannl sef Ellis Jones

(mi Lredat yn i:ww yn Aberdaron), a
Simon Jones, I"flmgr!::mu y ddau dros
eu 'pc:d\x ar ugain, Buasent lawn deilwng
i gael eu galw i Buckingham Palace i
[dﬂlh‘.ﬂ medal am eu gwasanaeth. Hir
oes eto 1’r ddau hyn.
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