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FROM FLOOR TO FLOOR-
The Middle Distances

Traffic near\ main incline;, Votty

UR STORY of the journey

into the Oakeley and Votty

mines now takes us to the
“middle distances,” where the
surge of work increases in im-
portance and momentum.

In the last issue we surveyed the
main haulage levels. At Oakeley
this (took 'the reader one stage
underground. At Votty, and as
the picture at the head of this
article shows, we had reached the




Electric loco capable of hauling 20 tons

brink of the main incline serving
the network of floors below.

The electric haulage at Votty
lowered us quickly to the level of
“K” floor where an electric loco
serves the full l{,m_}rh of chambers
in the New Vein.

The loco is :lp.lh e of L]llumg
loads of 20 tons and is powered by
motor, driven by batteries which
are fe- L}mi;;;;d nightly at a power
point conv LmLﬂth' located on the

Working through to the **bén."




floor. A much smaller load is
shown in the picture we took
going in on “K.” Driver Edward
Thomas is seen taking out a block
and other material from chamber
26, quite half a mile inside the
workings. Elsewhere is illustrated,
in close-up, another sturdy and
reliable loco—a Ruston and Horns-
by diesel—which, catering for
Floor “1,” one step above “K.” is
seen with Robert 1. Jones at the
controls and Storeman ]. FEvan
Roberts standing by, as a trainload
of empty trucks negotiates a bend
into the New Vein development
area.

Father and Son partnership
Work on “K” has continued
many years with the result thar the
number of chambers at this level
has reached double f gures. In one
of the higher numbers—“K 2772

Sturdy Diesel on **I",
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on our route to “L” Floor, we
found rockmen R. E. Davies and
his son Kenneth at work—the
only father and son rockman part-
nership in the mine.

The adjoining chamber, “K.26”
was in an advanced stage of
development.  Work had pro-
gressed to the point where the
“bon,” or base of the chamber
above was visible. Our picture
shows that the immediate objective
of the rockmen, Evan Ellis Roberts
and Thomas Ellis Jones is to push
forward at the angle of the vein
and ultimately into the solid slate
floor of the chamber above and
beyond them.

While older chambers on this
and higher floors continue to give
useful service, yielding their quota
of high quality slate, it is in the
part of the mine below and rather




ahead of the zone of the “K.20s”—
the area of the Old Vein, ranging
in the “Thirties” on “L” Floor—
that the visitor will receive his best
impression of slate /» sif# and in

bulk.

Starting a Chamber

The way down to “L.” Floor
via an inclined and tunnelled stair-
case is readily accessible. Chambers
34 and 35 are already in full
working order.
starting a chamber was well pre-
sented in “L.36,” where Meirton
Wyn Morris and Cyfil, Lewis—
products of our apprenticeship
scheme—had newly followed the
miners into the chamber to begin
work on the virgin vein. | The
clean-cut side, or widening, left
for them by the miners, and the
inviting vast top Iaver of slate
lying at its anglé in the strata from

Starting a chamber.

The method of

the top to the bottom of the
section opened for work, made an
impressive picture. The rmkmen
—one leaning against the angle,
the nthc hmldmg the dust ex-
tr hown in our illus-
tration dnlimg along the cleavage
for the purpose of disengaging or
splitting a carefully calculated top-
layer, or slice, from the bed of the
giant slab. Havmg accomplished
this, the rockmen later would
drive a complementary pillaring
hole through from the surface at
right-angles to the cleft and thus
induce a vertical ep it, which would
enable them to win frr}m the solid
mass a block of the dimensions
and volume desired.

The winning of Old and New
Vein continues apace at Votty.
Miners are at work opening two
further chambers in the line. In-

Meirion Morris and Cyril Lewis in L.36, Volty




. . . potential fulfilled ! Back view, "‘L.16,"" Votty




deed, it is likely that the level will
go thrf}ugh into the “Forties.”

Production potential

While the sight of so much
embedded slate, bared before the
rockman’s drill, is certainly im-
pressive when seen for the first
time, the real picture of the poten-
tial of production contained in a
newly -{JPCI]Ed place—the fully-
worked capacity of a typical under-
ground chamber—must be viewed
from the other extreme. For this,
it is necessary to leap the ten,
fifteen or twenty vyears which
elapse before a chamber, such as
“1..36” is deemed t0 be approach-
ing the stage of haying been fully
worked through, with the thick
vein of slate, lying between the
high supporting walls or pillars,

prised out and carried away
throughout its whole length,
breadth and depth. To see this at
a glance one must go back on the
years and into the older group of
chambers on “L” floor.

A Glance backwards

Our picture of the chosen cham-
ber, viewed from the traffic level
at the wide entrance to the great
open vault, looks down a distance
of 52 yards, all of it worked
cleanly from a solid mass of slate
such as that on which the young
ex-apprentice, Cyril Lewis, is start-
ing his career as 2 rockman.

Beyond the tripod in the back-
ground will be seen what remains
of this section of the vein sloping
sharply upwards into the gloom
where the rockmen, David Anwyl

"K' to **M" incline, Votty. W. Llew. Jones bringing in *'L"" floor loco and train




Williams and Roderick Roberts,
have already worked to the floor
of the chamber above. Another
aspect of the fulfilment of the
“potential” in a given chamber is
demonstrated in the full page
picture on the back cover of the
inside of a fully dev CI()pLd working
in the Old Vein, in this instance,
showing the duuu‘:um ¢ figures of
the rockmen, L. Jones and
R. W. JE_}HL‘.S, litemll} on top of
their work.

The tiny figures of men, when
measured in the mind’s eye against
the loftiness, length and bréadth of
the echoing, empty chamber, con-=
vey graphically a fait estimate of
the stint which confronted the
rockmen who, many years ago,
first embarked on the opening of
this particular chamber,  The
actual distance between this, the
concluding stage of development,

Oakeley starrcase

lq.Kli

Top of ‘‘Old Incline'' on

and that we saw started at “1..36”
is difhicult to calculate, but as one
old hand said, it must measure

several miles of slated roots !

Serving the three floors “K” to
“M? 15 an ind{rpﬁ:ndcnt incline cut
paralle] with the main haulage in-
cline, and to-which it is linked by a
I{JCD—I{_‘!pLIﬂTEd trathic route. In
charge of the “L” floor loco—
converted, to(a battery locomotive
by the Votty engineers—is William
Llew elyn ]Umﬂ

““Enbyd!”’

Crossing a high-level bridge at
Oakeley w hcu sixty feet below
the Cparapet, pin-points of light
marked the presence of rockmen
at work in “NB.0,” the drawn-out
sing-song cry  of “Enbyd !”
(“Dﬂngei"”) 1Lp{:.,1tLd thrice with
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sustained urgency was carried up on
the cool draught of the ventilation.
Blasting was about to begin on the
floor below. The time-honoured
warning shout, always cried in the
Welsh language, was followed in
due time by the explosion of a gun-
nowder charge and the rumble of
falling rock. All in the vicinity
must heed the warning and take
suitable precautions against the
danger of flying fragments. The
banshee cries of “Enbyd!” and
the bump of the explosions follow-
ed us underfoot along the level of
the floor.

The firing of controlled charges
is within the competence of all
Normally
the rock so dislodged will have
followed the pattern prescribed by
the rockman.

He will have guaged the length,
breadth and thickness of the slab
to be dislodged or brought down

High level view from *“M"’ floor, Oakeley

by the charge. When the dust and
smoke of the explosion has settled
the rockmen return to work, crow-
bars in hand, knowing what to
expect.

An unusual or abnormal result
of a particular charge producing a
situation carrying with it the threat
of danger, also falls within the

Block from '‘P.1"" fillsi the picture
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Undermanager W. Owen Williams inspects leat on “'L"" floor




This fine m model of the physical
features of the Blaenau Ffestiniog
‘slate-mining district is the centre-
piece of an exhibition of Caban photo-
graphs of ulswwinning at. mmqy and
Votty placed on view in the galleries of
the National Museum uf Wales, Clﬂlﬁ _
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COING DOWN AT OQAKELLEY

(FLOOR TO FLOOR, continued from page 12)

N “L” Floor Old Vein slate is

still worked and won. On this
old-established floor, too, are loca-
ted the major intermediate pump-
ing stages for de-watering the mine.
Situated as we are in a mountain-
ous district, where the annual
rainfall averages upwards of 100
inches, it is to be expected that
rather more than a modest volume
of water will find its way into the
mine workings at Qakeley, either
by seepage or via more ditect
routes.

Watch and Ward

The Oakeley quarryman secs
little of this water in the mine. A
network of leats and looms, strat-
egically deployed, contrive success-
fully to trap and divert the un-
wanted element into out-of-the-
way places~whence- the water-1s
pumped out for discharge on. the
surface. The rhythmic thud of the
powerful pumps area reminder of
the need for\constant watch jand
ward.

Our picture of thejnew Oakeley
under-managet, | ANillidm— Owen
Williams, inspecting one [cat con-
structed across the top level of a
disused chamber sifuated (just /off
the line of traffic on “L>Floor,
offers a fair impression of the quite
substantial and permanent pro-
vision made for' deswatering.OThe
flow of water continues through a
tunnel in the 12 vyards thick
chamber wall, and is low in the
channel, denoting a comparatively
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dry spell. A rise of one foot in the
leats is commonplace following
heavy rains.

The dark pool we have pictured
is on the other side of the chamber
wall. The foaming outlet is from
the “L.”” floor leat.

Tackling the Job

We have touched on the nicety
with which large blocks of slate of
prescribed sizes are dislodged from
the face of the vein by the rockman,
In “L.6” we picture the initial
operation, showing John Roberts
and Maldwyn Davies having taken
their foothold on the wall of the
chamber preparatory to boring a
pillaring hole behind the great
inverted wedge-shaped mass of
slate which they had decided to
take out and win.

Theirs was a long job. In due
¢ourse they- will have extracted the
rear sectioi—a block no bigger, no
smaller, than that required to
siniplify the) majér task of winning
the -inviting ' mass of prime Old
Vein seen in the foreground of the

pic‘ture.

In ' chamber ' “LB.8” one could
see at close range the effect of such
skitled and calculated work. There,
David ILloyd Jones and John
Williams had brought down from
near the top of the chamber 2
block exceeding ten tons in weight.
Dexterity

The subsequent operations, on
the floor of the chamber, called for ,
finer demonstrations of their skill




—the splitting of the mass into
manageable pmpmtmna The pic-
tures show this operation before

and after the splitting, and after at
least two tons had been sliced from
the top surface.

The rockman is shown, first,
driving home his chisel a moment
or two before the tell-tale crack
appeared and shot through the
length and thickness of tht-:: bulk.
In the second picture, taken im-
mediately after the split, the two
rockmen are shown levering the
two blocks apart, thus completing
the cleavage. Further splitting
may be decided upon before des-
patching the raw material to slate
makers in the mills above ground.
Dexterity rather than main force is
the quality which succeeds in the
manhandling of blocks of such
dimensions. The dead weight is
taken care of by power winches.

““M’' Floor, Oakeley
The New Vein is being worked
on in thé northern section of the

The big split, before—

“M? Floor. “MB.10* is await-
ing the arrival of the rockmen.
At the 1 nspectmn William Owen
Williams points to the route on-
wards — a dark opening under
the north wall of the chamber
through which miners will drive
a level

before opening a com-
panion chamber. The mugh -hewn
surface of the slate is as the

miners had left it after "ﬁldﬁﬂlflg
a working foothold for the rock-
men. The first task of the rockmen
in such a situation is to skim the
surface, taking off what is known
asw“ Yotew cyntaf,” or the first
thickness.

Across the approach level miners
Lewis Grifliths and Joseph Free-
man were engaged in similar work,
widening in chamber “MB.11. »

Joe Freeman, who hails from
Hull, is one of a growing group of
newcomers from outside the tra-
ditional centre of slate mining and
now working at Oakeley. He
joined us after a long bpdl of

(Continued on page 2T)

—and after




HOLIDAY SNADS

COMPETITION RESULTS

First : J. T. Jones

a summer holiday' which has gone
the recollection becomes fonder, b
the pleasure recalled much keenet, when

GFSC

LOOKII\JG back in m"id wiater on

Second; A. W. Evans

there are snaps to produce—pictures of a
specially happy occasion, a beauty spor,
or of children enjoying themselves—to
heighten and widen the interest.

It is so with our prize-winning holiday

_snaps depicting three differing treatments

of a single-theme—holiday happiness at
the seastde:

The winning snap, submitted by J. T.
Jones,—a ‘!Jﬁtt}' slatemaker, showing a
group of young children independently
engaged in privaté adventure, probing

Third: Alwyn Jones
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the mysteries of a warm pool, tells its
own true story of a day spent at the
seaside.

The tide has gone out’; the warm haze
of the afternoon has left an older gener-
ation half agleep in deck chairs. The
children, meanmwhilg, are 'clode_at hand,

safe and happy, ‘paddling—in“a’ shallow-

pool left by the tide.

The m6od/ chntinties i thé |gechnd
prize snap<sent! byyAsthur W) Hyardsi-t
showing the cousins John and Anwen
braving the breakers at|Sunay Rhyl,

Our third puxcwmnu-—-ﬂ]u yn \Jahes,
QOakeley,—carries the theme litmaih t0
the extreme, a matter of 300feet or so
above sea level at the toplot the Blagk-
pool tower, there to picture, ‘far beleiw)
the teeming holiday crowd so typical r:}f
Blackpool and the famous shore.

By way of further encoutagentent) i
the amateur photographers in our midst,
we have selected for publication three
other pictures which also catch the
holiday mood, though in varying ways.
John Evans, a Votty rockman, is shown
with a bcvthc mdu]gmg in haymakmg
in the ("nnwav Valley at Trefriw. Seated
on a boat drawn up on the beach at
Conway is Ellen Margaret Roberts,

daughter of R. O. Roberts, Votty slate
loader. Thomas Hughes sent us the snap
of his daughter Mair consenting to a
plav!’ul “hold- -up” by a friend.




CABAN PICTURES

at National Museum of Wales

FR{.JI\.[ TIME TO TIME Cuaban has

endeavoured not only to picture the
places in which we work, but also the
district in which Oakeley and Votty
quarrymen live. Aerial and other views

‘of the Blaenau Ffestiniog slate quarrying

district which we have reproduced, like
those of our quarry workings themselves,
have been much admired by a wide ¢ircle
of readers. Not the least of our admirers,
Dr. F, J. North, D.Scg F.GS., Birector
of the Department of Geology at the
National Museum of Wales, Cardiff,
asked us for enlarged copies of a re-
presentative selection’ of these photo-
graphs for the Museum’s records of
Welsh industry. Dr. North is exhibiting
these in turn, a few at a time, in one of
the galleries of the National Museum in
conjunction with his quite remarkably
exact and detailed scale model of the
mountainous quartying district of \Blaen-
au Ffestiniog,

The physical features so accurately
portrayed in the model are seen to better
advantage in the enlarged reproduction
to which we give pride of place in the
middle pages of this issue.

Visitors to the National Museum at
Cardiff, many of whom may be expected
already to have some knowledge of the
working of the coal mines which abound
in the area, are thus enabled through the
enterprise of Dr. North to see how the
slate mining industry of North Wales,
and Oakeley and Votty in particular,
produce the commodity for which it is
famed.

We are grateful to Dr. North for the
interest he has shown in our eflorts, for
his permission to reproduce pictures of
the Museum exhibit, and we are pleased
to note that Caban has been able to con-
rtibute a littléta the high purpose of the
National Museum’ of Wales.




NEWS
EXCHANGE

Owen Morris Griffith

From Goldfields (o Slate Mine

FTER MANY YEARS spent in

Canada working as a goldminer,

Owen Morris Griffith, member of
an old Penrhyn family, Jis. baek in-his
native village and, true to) family tra
dition, has settled down to employ-
ment underground at Oakeley.

His father 'was \William' Griffith, ‘one
time Oakeley' rockman.

Telling Caban that he was “home for
good,” Owen \Grifhth explained that he
had left the ‘goldhelds lof Northern
Ontario, bringing his wife and son,
because he had become ““fed up with the
cold.”

“Up there, on Kirkland Lake, at-this
time of the year,” he said, “one had to
turn out with the thermometer reading
40 degrees below zero. Within half an
hour of leaving the 'biting ' cold ‘the
miners—and I was one of them—hit the
other extreme.”

“We were dropped thousands of feet
before reaching the quartz, the temper-
ature leaping up meanwhile with every
hundred feet of the descent.”

21

Mining at 90 degrees

“At the rock face we would work
stripped to the waist in a temperature
approaching 90 degrees Fahr. 1 was an
expérienced hand; \but the cold side of
the job finally got me down. [ got fed
up with it and came home.”

Owen ' Griffith | emigrated in 1924
ditect to-the-quartz mines, the deepest of
which, in which he had worked, touching
8,000 feet. His home was in a typical
Canadian mining town with a thoroughly
cosmopolitanpopulation. Welshmen
from the quarries of North Walcs and the
coak mines of South Wales while they
did net abound in the district were pro-
minent among the citizens and were both
heard and scen, particularly on “Dydd
Gwyl Dewi.” The atea was notable for
its mining; he said. In addition to gold
there was yielded a substantial amount of
nickel, silver and copper and cobalt.

Gwyl Dewi in Canada

5t. David’s Day was a big event,
celebrated in style by all Welshmen in the
district.



Blacksmith, Robert Shepherd

“It was thcre that we had a good old
chin-wag in ‘yr hen iaith,’ talking of old
times and old scenes. We did not forget
the old country,” he said. “There were

several with whom I was able to speak ot

home add of this area in_particular, for
among my | Welsh friends—were. D. |R.
Iﬁﬂf.» ﬂcmaﬂv from|Pénrhyn, who;like
me, hacl worked at Qakeit} thmc
emigratings, |\ Another-particular, friend
was \Owen | Caradog Davies, who had
been a miner at Cwmorthin. We sang a
bit, too, and had pur own Welsh choir.”

War Veteran

A “veteran” of the 1914-18 war, in
which he served with \the 35th) Welsh
Division, Owen Griffith joined up in the
last war with a unit known as the
Canadian Veteran Guard. His guard
duties took him all over the world,—
first as a muleteer, “loading and nursing
mules on the icmg haul out to Karachi
and Bombay.” On the return v oyages he
served as a guard in charge of German
prlsmnerq of war who were being shipped
to prison camps in Canada. There were
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trips to Australia, California and several
to this country before the veteran of two
wars was demobilised in 1946.

The world voyaging over, the long
winter cold of Northern Ontario began
to make itself felt. Owen Griffith decided
to end his exile and return home.

Making the sparks lly

split-second exposure in the Votty

forge enabled Caban’s cameraman to
“freeze” this cascade of sparks which
were produced in one blow on the anvil
by Robert Shepherd, the Votty black-
smith.,

(Llustration on left).

In the right tradition

ARD WORK seems to be character-

istic of the slate trade. An old friend
of ours, Mr. T. ]J. Williams, Director of
the firm of Messrs. Slocombe, Williams &
Co., of Cardiff, established in 1855 and
with whom we have done business for
longer than we have records, is com-
p]ctm;_, 80 years of active association with
hisirm—and thus with ours.

I¥ir. \E. Furrl, his co-director, tells us
that Mr. Williams is in his 92nd year and
remains active at his post. Mr. Williams
attend$ régularly|te business, arriving at
thé-Cardffi-dficd 2’9 a.m. wharp daih
though nowadays he leaves at 12.30 p.m.,
to spend his afternoons at home.

We congratulate Mr. Williams, adding
the fervent hope that he will long remain
to_sustain the tradition of the trade.

“Dior Twins™>

OCKMAN Cyril Lewis and Harold

Williams, labourer of Votty, who
up as “Dior Twins,” purporting to
“model™ the latest fashion in shortened
skirts, were popular first prize winners
at Manod carnival.

—_————————————



Senior Service
Verlteran

HE THREE military Services are

well represented in our mines;
aptly, the senior in this category is a
veteran of the Senior Service—William
Griffith Jones, ex-Royal Navy, now
working underground at Votty. He
joined the Navy in 1927 after a period as
a mechanic. His experience has included
service with almost all classes of fighting
ships, notably the aircraft carriers “Im-
placable” and “lllustrious.” Some of his
service was spent in the Western Ap-
proaches escorting merchant convoys
and fighting enemy submarines.. Qur
picture shows the naval pensioner ex-
pertly rolling a cigarette.

Oakeley Newcomer

NOTHER newcomer—David Freder-

ick Kashen] labourer at Oakeley!—is
a Manchester man who has ioined us from
the Parachute Reégiment. Thé . change
trom life aloft to a new  career under-
ground He appears to ‘have takén'in his
stride. David 'Kashen has tun the whole
course of the “Red Berets’ ” training and
on one occasion broke both legs when
performing an exercise in delayed drops
ping.




Oalkeley and Volly Bandsmen

IN this happy snap we feature four

of our number are stalwarts of the
Royal Oakeley Silver Band, who led
the way in our Carnival procession and
who later carried off third prize in the

Class “ B contest at the Rhyl National
Eisteddfod band competitions. From
left to right are Anarawd Jones, Oake-
ley ; leuan Jones, Votty ; Hefin Wil-
liams, Oakeley, and John Roberts
Oakeley.

L]

Votty Personality

HE genial figure snapped at Vorry is

formes R W.E. Sge Anscrtictor Bdward
R. Williams, now driverof the-Tuxford
Incline. Still carrying the military bear-
ing that marked his care¢r and shccess! ag
a war-time ‘physical “training “instructor,
Edward Williams is an old Votty hand,
having started at the qudtry/in) 1921\ /He
joined up at the outbreak of the last war
as a Territorial, became a P.T. INSCructor,
and was attached to the 29th Training
Battn. instructing ' potential officers  and
N.COs.

E. R. Williams




A Voity Caban

In this underground caban at Va are some of the men whose work is featured
in our ‘'Floor to Floor'' article. They are: R. W. Humphreys, J. T. Jones, D. A. Williams
J. Morris Jones, D. O. Lloyd, Roderick Roberts and Owen G. Hughes.

Fluent Talkers

5
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John Edwin Hughes (right) and his father Robert David Hughes (33 years at Oakeley
1£Q.4""), give one of their prize budgerigars a talking lesson. At the back in the cage
is Joey, a fluent talker and the pet of the family.



We are indebted to Hugh E. Hughes,
fitter, for this interesting picture of
personalities at the old Penybont Mill,
Oakeley.

Shown in the photograph are: John
Roberts (Dinas Road), William Walter
Davies (Blaen ~Cae), Edwin Morris
(Llwyngell), Thoemas Joha Griffith

(Adwy Goch) and William Thomas
(Gwaenydd Terrace).

Says Hugh Hughes: “The dog seen
in the foreground was the dam of the
champion Welsh terrier—Bryn Hir Bal-
lad—reputed to be the perfect specimen
and to have been the standard for all

subsequent champ.inns.”

Chester Show winner

FE duty, we, see Harry Daniels, of
D.E., \ Oakeley, holding in the
approved manner one of his prizewinning
rabbits,  His Dutch exhibits gained first
and-second prizes a¢ the Chester Show.

“M” FLOOR CABAN

(see page 2)

T HE lunch-time discussion of “current

affairs” was in full swing when the
picture (on page 2) was taken. The big
stick wielded by the chairman is really in
mild reproof, as the expressions of some
of his auditors show. Present at the
session were :—Lewis Griffith, William
E. Jones, William S. Evans, Danny
Kashen, Joseph Freeman, Gwilym B,
Owen, Benjamin Jones and Owen
Morris Grifhith.
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GOING DOWN AT OAKELEY (Continued from page 17)

service in the R.AF. His duties
brought him in 1946 to this
neighbourhood where he married.

The lofty bridge, where had
echoed the warning cries of “En-
byd!”, spans “NB.6,” a chamber
worked by Richard Stoddart and
John Edwin Hughes and devoted
primarily to the production of raw
material for the manufactures of
our slab mill.

In the slab mill the bloeks are
machined, cut and planed to serve
a variety of purposes, from head-
stones to kerbs, shelves and pastry

boards. Our viewpoint of the
activity in “NB.6” was from the
“M” Floor bridge just half way up
the 120 feet high walls of the
chamber. Down below the rock-
men are working on a large
“square” of slate from which they
will split to order slabs of the
dimensions and quality required by
the machinists. The slabs are of
hard quality New Vein, eminently
suitable for the job. Later, as the
rockmen “work through, normal
methods of slate-making will be
resumed.

M.B.10: A start on New Vein
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In the Old Vein, working through, at Votty.
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