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Flexibility

of
Slate

A MONG recemily compleied prosécisin

Cambridge, for which roofing slares

were  supplied  from  onr Oakeley
Quarries, is this new school the distinctive
cenbral feature of which is of particular
interedts 1 flusteates fow flexibly slatés can
be wsed by craftsmen, The building is the
wew bome of the Perse School for Boys
which was founded in 1615, The architects
were Mesirs, Robert Matthew, Jobusan,
Marshall and Partners, of Londan, and the
roofing was dowe by Mesrs, Pratt
(Watfard) Lid. On the next page are pic-
tured other buildings in Cambridge roofed
with Oukeley slates,



-

WELSH ROOFS IN

The new Addenbrooke's Haipital in Cambridge built 15 he designs of the London
architects, Messrs Easton and Robertson, Cusdin Preston and Smith. The roafing coniract-
ars were The Manchester Slate Co., L. \Addenbbooke’s hwas [onnded by the !Jet_;m:'u i
1719 of Dr, Jobn Addembraoke jof-aboni i.fﬂﬂﬂ ta estallishoasmall dospitalybag is o
ane of the maost famons teaching bospitals in_the couniry.

Below are some-of be flatvatbich’ arefrart ofthe Cambridge 'Boraupb-Cowncil's
New Road development. The architect was Mr. D. W. Roberts, M.A., F.RI.B.A, of
Cambridge and Messrs Roberts Adlard and Co., Lid,, were responsible for the roofing.
In progress is a further extension of the scheme for which our Caompany are also supply-
ing slates fram the Oakeley Quarvies. The roofime in this ingtance ix beimg dowe by
Messrs Tanner and Hall Ltd., of Cambridge who alse regularly\nge Qakeéley/ slares (for
work for the Uwniversity Authorities.




SAFETY, HEALTH

0. CONNOR, MB.E, AM.LMM, M1.Q,

T is generally known that accidents
Icausc human suffering and pain, some-

times death. Therefore, in your mine,
safety, health, and welfare is everybody’s
business. From the manager down, every
person on the mine premises has his‘pact
to play in the prevention of accidents.

The maintenance of safe working
conditions is very necessary for opera-
tional efficiency, good industrial relations,
and a happy environment. Hawiag these
considerations in mind " Cabar has dsked
me to record my personal\ views on
matters connected with safe working,
matters which have become apparent to
me during my many inspectiogs of vour
workplaces.

Results of carelessness

In my experience, given rcgsonable
precautions and careful thought in carry-
ing out daily tasks, accidents can nearly
always be avoided. Mestaccidents| have

investigated are the rgsults of cirglessness,
lack of thought or Knowiledge, ‘or failune!

on the part of the individual to appreciate
hazards.

1 feel that it would be helpful if 1
first drew your attention to the principal
statutory measures which have been
brought into operation with the express
purpose of securing the safety, health,
and welfare of persons emploved at mines.
The statutory instruments governing all
normal operations at your mine are the
Mines and Quarries Act, 1954, The
Miscellaneous Mines (General) Regu~
lations 1956, The Miscellineous Mines
(Electricity) Regulations 1956, and The
Miscellaneous Mines (Explosives) Regu-
lations 1959, Copies of these documents
are kept in the general office and evervone
is expected to make themselves familiar
with the various provisions. The owners
have issued to all employees, a copy of
Book 6, “Workmen at Miscellaneous
Mines,” which was specially prepared by
the Ministry of Power to give a guide to
the foregoing statutory provisions,

Before 1 deal with preventive measures
1 would like to impress on you that every
anjury, howewver slight, should be treated
immediately by & competent first-aid
man or officiall Many an untreated injury
has resulted ‘in complications such as
blood poisoning.  When attention is
received fromia first-aid man, the injured
person should“report the circumstances
to an official as soon as possible, so that
the causc of the accident may be invest
Aigated in‘order{to prevent iff retufrence
| Every Tfijlired person should give fiirther
hofice 'of ‘the aterdent-as soon ‘as-prac
ticable after its occurrence by making an
entry in the accident book which is kept
in_the gencral office, or notify an official
téh make the éntry an his behalf,

Every undegground worker isprovided
with an efficiknt #lectric cap lamp and no
person should enter the underground
wotkings gwithout it. ;~Likewise, every
persan, befores, going belpw, ground

~should ensdre-that he has A seryiceable
hard.safety ‘hat/which should bel worn
throughout the time he is underground,
if he is to avoid the possibility of serious
headifijuries. It is particularly dangerous
tocenter” disus€d workingy which, have
been, fenced pff. | ¥on \probably—know
that %uch workingsVare' not aofmally
inspected and entry to such places is
strictly forbidden at all times.

Dangerous pmm‘m

It is 2 dangerous practice to take glass
hottlés | below | [ground. () Where | man-
handling of blocks of slate is a common
feature, broken glass ean be the cause of
serious hand injuries. Any glass which
is broken must be collected by the person
responsible and deposited in a place
where it cannot do any harm.,

Sand buckets and fire extinguishers
have been provided in the hoist chambers
below ground where there is a risk of an
outbreak of fire; they should not be
interfered with. Should a fire break out,
the fumes and noxious gases from the



Ouabkeley's fully quali-
ficd first-aied team —
slate makers Jobhn
Griffith Hughes, who
bas been at the
Qakeley Quarry for
35 yvears, and Arwwyn
Williams (14 years),
Alfred Humphreys, a
steward (34 years)
and rockman Arthur
Woayn Evans (33 years),
Another experienced
first-aid man at Oaki
eley is Hugh Owen
Jones,

fire itself could be more dangerous than
the flames, they could pollute the whole
of the mine atmosphere with very serious
consequences. The most dangerous gas
produced by a fire is carbon monoxide,
which is colourless and odourless when
separated from the smoke and not easily
detected.

Should any person come across a fire
below pround, however small it may
appear, it must be treated as an emergency
and immediately extinguished. You can
help to avoid a fire by refraining From
throwing down lighted cigarette ends
near to inflammable material. Great care
should be taken to keep naked lights
away from timber, electric cables, or any
other combustible materials,

In the case of a fire ignited by electricity
switch off the electric current, smother the
fames with a fire extinguisher designed
to deal with such fires. On no account

should water be used until the current is
switched off and only then if the fire
extingfisher, and\latér sdndsfre, idsufi-
cient to control the fire.

Great careshiould be'takento’sce-that
tools are not left on ledges where they
could fall on to persons who may be
working below, or in travelling-ways
where they are likely to cause accidents
by persons tripping over them. Keep the
floor of four warkplace clean to prevent
accidents by tripping and flling. A
person’s character can nearly always be
assessed by the cleanliness of his work-
ings.

A great number of accidents and
dangerous occurrences are caused by the
misuse of explosives. It is true to say
that familiarity in their handling often
breeds contempt. Treat explosives of
every description with the greatest respect
atall times. When dealing with gunpow-



der, which is the explosive most com-
monly used at your mine, smoking should
be forbidden. Naked lights must not be
brought any nearer than four feet of the
shot hole or any explosive or detonator,
except when lighting the fuse after the
gunpowder has been adequately stemmed
in the hole.

After handling gunpowder it is very
important to ensure that the hands@re
free from explosive before handling the
safety fuse. Recently an accident occurred
when an explosion took place in the main
charge immediately the end of the safety
fuse was lit. A possiblé"explanation of
this premature explosion_was”that ffhe
shothrer allowed gunpowder fto get|on
his hands when charging the shat hole
and later, when handling the safety fuse
a smear of this explosive was deposited
along the length of the fuse. When the
fuse was lit, the sméar anlthe\outside of
the fuse caused thelinitiation of thé,main
charge, I need not“remind vod of thé
dangers of allowing grain explogive to
fall around the collar of a shot hole and

be left there. This dangerous practice
has caused many an accident.

There is always an eclement of risk
when dealing with 1 miss-fire and careful
primary charging in the first place would
do much to obviate miss-fires, At all
times when dealing with a miss-fire vou
should take your directions from the
miss-fire scheme for the mine, a copy of
which has been issged to all shotfirers.
Do not try to deeide that you have the
better method of dealing with the results
of a miss-fire; this attitude might well
lead to disaster. After all, the miss-fire
scheme has been well thought.out and-is
designed for yoursafefy.

Ydu ‘maf remarek’ thae’what 1 ‘have
written is only the first principles of safe
working and that in any case you are
well aware of the dangerous practices
qugted "ButfaskY yodrself how many
times ah| accident docurs| when these
clentenitary safety precautions areignored;
for your own saféty, health, and welfare,
do give them your attention,

Mewest apprentices at the Oakele
wos bom in Scotlond ond has

Ived in Wales

LEARNING THE CRAFT OF SLATE-MAKING

—

Quarries are (from left) Gordon Alexander Maclntyre, aged 15, wha
for about mrlcé-. years, Wyn Wyatt, oged 15, and

Christopher Roberts, oged

-
f



WINNING
UNDERGI

WO methods of extracting slate

from the rock mass in the under-

ground chambers of the Oakeley
Quarry are illustrated in these contrast-
ing photographs.

On the opposite page is the sCeie if
No. 4 chamber on M Flodr where rack-
men are dealing with twé hugesblocks
of “New Vein"”, together weighing
perhaps about 500 tons. These blocks,
as well as numerous smaller pieces, were
brought down in a cummﬁcd fall by
shot-firing from the side | wall lof\ the
cavernous chamber whose' “ceiling™ is
abour 120 feet above M Floor levell

In the foreground rockman Robert
G. Hughes is splitting yetanother) slice”
taken from the big bleekl on /the-left
which had already yielded Some 50 tons
of slate for the mill. On the right, G.

Arthur Williams is using a ladder to
cxamine the other great block (dubbed

“Perc"”) to determing the best way of
tackling i,

Rockmen partnérs for six years, the
men, who have both'been at Oakeley for
13 vears, have been working on this
productive rock in M4 for about five
maofths and thet expeetet] itywibuld ke
thém as I6ng again toclear it

The'photograph Below of chamber N5
shows the chanpelling method of deal-
ing with a “clifi” of “Old Vein". This
entails drilling, 6ft.decp haoles along) the
base/of the eliff with 4 pnéumatic channel-
ling \machine so\as o] providé a Ffree”
end to enable wockmen Arthiir Wyn
Evans and Bob Edwards to break up the
rock into blogks of suitable dimensions.

Operating thechannellimg machine s
Richard Lloyd whehas worked at Oakeley
flor 30 wears. | His hobby is wapdwark
and he told Cabaw that his home is largely
equipped with furniture of his own
making.



Chamber 4, M Floor




Sculpture in Slate

HEN Bryan Kneale of Liondon,
thn is regarded as one of the
most individualistic of young
sculptors working in England today,
visited our Oakeley Quarries in search
of slabs of slate, those who had the
pleasure of meeting him might well have
wondered where rough-hewn Welsh
slate fitted into the artist’s scheme of
things.
The illustrations here, from photo-
graphs which Mr. Kneale kindly made

10

available to (Cuban, prowide| the answer.
The sculpture in slate’and steel shown
above is the magquette (the model) for a
piece Mr. Kneale is doing for the London
County Council’s Fenwick Place housing
estate in Lambeth.

The monumental sculpture will stand
ten feet high on a plinth seven feet high,
the latter covered with continuously
flowing skin of water. The stone itself,
of course, is only part of the complete
waork, the rest being massive forged iran



and Steel

bars piercing and supporting the slate
slabs, which came from the Oakeley
Cuarries.

The photograph of the maquette made
the front cover of a catalogue fordan
exhibition of Mr. Kneale’s sculpturé and
drawings which was held in November,
1962, at the Redfern Gallery in Burling-
ton Gardens, London,

The other illustratiof™i€~of a recent
picce in which slate is used 16 Cnuliter-
balance the steel and which §s one lof a
series of pivots and bal#nces thesculptor
has been working on. *“The combination
of slate and steel has a great interest and
attraction for mepmsays-Air} \Kneale.
“The two materigls combing in\such a
way as to lead on_té lendless \possi-
bilities™.

These and other sculptures of Mr,
Kneale's are to be shown at a big exhibis
tion of his work arrdnged to be held in
West Berlin in Febrdary ind Mérchithig
Vear.

Mr. Kneale, who is also a painter and
has executed portrait gemmissions for
many eminent-people; -has shownhis
works at exhibitions at home fnd abroad.

He exhibjtedat the Royal Asademy for

six successive vears up to 1960,

MACHINE FOR SLATE MAKING

Among wew equipment
recently fnstalled st the
Oukeley Ownarries is
this  diamond saw of
American design in
Bone Goedan mill.
Mannfactured in  this
country by Wessex
Machine Tools Ltd., the
saw #5 one of the most
madern of stone-cutting
machines and is being
wsed to reduce to swit-
able dimensions, blocks
selected for the produe-
tion of Bigh-guality
raofing slater.

11




* Star

Shop window for
Welsh slate

N the constant endeavour to expand
I:he matket for Welsh slate the industry

“showed its face” most effectively
last vear with the stand shown here at the
Building Exhibition at Olympia, London.
It was rated one of the star attractions; it
drew a great deal of attention, and amon L
the most interested visitors were Hritisﬁ,
and Continental architects and designers.

Designed by Arnold Rattenbury and
Associates for the North Wales Slate
Quarries Association, the stand had a
floor of half-inch riven slabs contributed
by all the North Wales quarries, and
included a mural (seen on the left) illus-
trating the various colours of roofing
slates. Tables on display were topped
with slates in wvarious finishes and a
particularly attractive feature was a deco-
rative slate fountain with three jets. Many

12

peaple could notiresist the templation o
pause and puttheir hands intothe spray.

The stand also projected some propa-
ganda for the Welsh tourist industry
through a map of North Wales which had
been carved on a square of slate by Jonah
Jones, the sculptor., It showed| the
guafrying areis 'in' outline ‘and' atteacted
much interest, both for itself and also
from people who pointed out to friends
where they had spent their holidays
and others who oceasionally came for-
witd to ask how to pronounce some of
the place-names.

Members of the Quarries Association,
assisted by trade friends, took turns in
manning the stand and at busy times up
to four people were simultaneously en-
gaged in answering all sorts of profes-
sional, trade and private inquiries.



VOTTY

ABAN records with regret the
Cr:lusurr.' of the Votty Quarry which

had been operated since 1874 by the
Vorty and Bowydd Slate Quarries Com-
pany, which in 1933 became a subsidiary
of the Oakeley Company.

The decision to close the qourey ™ in
October was reached by the Directors
with the greatest regret. The stepl was
taken not because of any lack of demand
for slates but owing to circumstances at
the Votty Quarry, the reducefl scale of
production havingfox §6me time been
far from sufficieat to) ¢over opefating
expenses.

The majority of those employed at
Votty are now working at the Oakeley
Quarries, every efforthaving begnamade
by our Company to_provide work for
those who wished tolbe teansferted there

Votty Quarry staff:
seated (from left) J.
R. Hughes, E. Emlyn
Jones (manager) and
K. Oliver Roberts;
standing, L. Good-
mian, Dennis Roberts,
T. J. Evans and J. H.
Woalliams,

A number of the men had worked at
Votty for more than 40 years and the
closure marked the end of some long
family associatipns with the quarry. For
instance, the father of David Lloyd Jones,
the maintenance fitter, was manager at
Yotty pnder the previpus ownesshipand
his grandfather held the office beforehim,
the appoinfment in this case dating fram
1881. Both bore the same name, John
Lloyd Jones.

David Lloyd Jones reckons that his
faruly link | with Woth gods back ovdr
100 years.

Almost as dong is the family associ-
ation of Mr. Emlyn Jones, the present
mangger, he having heen on the staff
for 35-years and his-father, M¢. John
Jones, seeretary of the former company,
foe about half a gentury




QUARRYMEN AND
STAFF AT VOTTY

fu this group photographed at the Votty Quarry are (from left)—(Front Row): Guwilym Jones, J. Li. Ro
Roberts, Len Goodman, J. R, Hughes, Evan L. Hugbes, W. B. Jones, Robert Edwards, Gerald Griffir
W. R. Edwards, J. Harker Jones, T. A. Owen, 0. G. Hughes, E. R. Jones, J. E. Jones, Idris Williszms, R
Group (standing): W. D, Jones, Edward Thomas, Richard D, Davies, Thomas Hughes, R. 0. (Trebor)
Evans, Harry Williams, Iobn Williams, R, Ifor Williams, Richard W. Jones, Dennis Roberts, R, H. ¥
Williams, David Griffith and William Jomes who were working on the Tuxford rip, 2




(Second Row): J. H. Williams, T. J. Evans, B. Oliver
nes, Rebert Edwards, Gerald Griffith, Derek Davies, B. LI, Roberts, David E, Jones, Emlyn Jones. Middle Group: Trever Davies,
. Jones, I E. Jones, ldris Williams, Richard D. Jones, ], T. Jones, Dennis Jones, W. T. Williams, W. J. Morris, lewan Jones, Rear
ies, Thomas Hughes, R. O. (Trebor) Roberts, R. E. Lewis, Meredydd W. Roberts, W. Harker Jones, D, Llovd Jounes, W. Ernest
d W, Jowes, Dennis Roberts, Ro H, Williams, William (Madoc) Jones, Griffith J. Willianis, H. R. Humphbreys, Inset are: Hugh
were working on the Tuxford tip, 250 feet above the gquarry office level when the group photograph was taken,

Front Row): Geilym Jones, J. LI, Roberts, R. R. Jones, Owen E. Joues.




TERMAU'R

MAER rhestr o dermau’r chwarel
Ys}'n dilyn yn gorffen y casgliad a

grynhowyd gan Mr, Gwilym Humph-
revs; ef hefyd sydd wedi paratoi y cyfieith-
induu Saesneg.

Er na fu atebion i lenwi y bylchau yn
y rhestr, y mae Caban wedi croésawu y
cvfle o roi ar gof a chadw yn y rhifyn hwn
a'r ddau flacnorol “eiriadur” o dermau ac
arferion chwarelyddol sydd wedi dathlygu
ar hyd v hlynyddoedd.

Ochor iddi: Another miode of puttngdack a
derailed waggon., Menjput théic backs against
the derailed side and posh.

Ochor ora’: The best side, usuall¥OE a'slote,

Ochor rvdd : A free side.  The channel or
trench hlasted between the wall (or pillar) and
the rock to be extracted in an I.IHE!:'E].‘,I(J!!IHJ.
chamber.

O dani: Not having poduced ehough/to carn
standard wages.

Oddiwrth din y fuweh: A phfase degeribing a
man who has left agriculural workfor goarry
work.

Oer; pweithio nhw'n ocr: Slate blocks guar-
rictﬂ'i:hnut the aid pf explosives,

Offis bach : A sub-ofhce.

Offis fawr : The quarf§ office.

O law i law : From hand/to hand.,

Olwyn gocos : Cog wheel,

Palmantu: To pave.

"Paned naw : Nine o'clock cup of tea,

Pant gwynab: Depression on the surface of
anything—e.g., a mail,

Papur bach : The weckly pay ticket,

Papur setlo : Monthly pay ticket, i.c., the final
or settling pay ticket.

Partnar (Padnarc): Partner in any contract.

Partneru : Partnering, This may be by armnge-
nent or sametimes by expediency. Quarry
partnerships have been known to last for
ATy YCars,

Pas bei: Pass by, usually where empty vehicles
are left.

Patant Ilweh :
drill.

Pedol : Horseshoe shaped piece at the end of a
saw-table,

Pefal :  Bevel joint which often crosses both
cleavage and pillaring,

Pegio: To peg.

Peg bwrdd : Saw wmble peg for holding slae
blocks in position,

Peg ling : Stec] peg with link attached,

Peg 1li : Pin to keep a saw in position on its axle.

Peil : Pile of slates laid flat on the slatemaker’s
bench.

Peilio : To pile,

Peilio'n gam : To pile unevenly or crookedly.

Dust extractor fitted o a rock-

Peipan aer: Cumpressed air pipe,

Pelan :  Cartri of |.!_l:|'ig1|irt,

Penna® lifia: Waste-cnds from sawn blocks of
slate.

Penna' gwynion: Block ends having quartz

erystals on them. )
Penna' cwn @ Unshapely lumps of slate rock,

Pen bar : Uneven mil joint,

Pen balast @ Section of the quarey in the open,
Pen doman : -

Pen da : Good or the casiest end of a block for

splitting.
Penlli: Sawn end.
Pen ucha : Making it casier for slate rock fto

pillar by, carting 1 {regtop,

Pen isa; Making.it eagier fof slate rock topillar
Iy Seuttingia froe bathom.

Pén tip=” The aideal 3 edSuring cipd:

Pentwe : Pile,

Pen'bont : Area near the high level bridge.

Pen yr ymyl: Extreme cdge.

Pix_.;,kpii; orddalisg :, Bickaxeea plateplyvess
pick.

Pigins §  Pickings—rejected giffess—pot up 09
sancdard.

Pigo: To piek,

Pilar : Pillar or wall. Tynnu pilar: To take
away a pillar .'\.'_.,'slcl:l'liiil.!:&l!.". Ochor pilar : The
side of a pillat,

Pin‘sgwennyd : Steel pint fof wefting, op’ slift—
used by glareinspecton,

Pinsiacs Shart, light crgwhbar,

Pirim : Kind of chisel, now hardly ever used.

“Pitch™ : Pitch, Used to seal paper cartridges.

“Pitcher” : First drill in o set.

Pitsbdo : To use the first drill.

Plaen : LA nlaner.

Plagnia: T'o plane.

"Platan groes” — Flat plate used to cross
from oue tram-road to amnether,



Platan groes : Flat plate used to cross from one
tram-road to another,

P'leriad : i’i“:.firig, A structural characteristic
of slate, the line of which lies at a right angle
o that of the cleavage.

P'leru : To pillar ; ar b'leriad : On the pillar-
ing line. Also used to describe whether one
i5 1 a good humour or not.

P'leriad fel ruban : Ribbon-like pillaring line,

P'leriad fel sidan : Silk-like pillaring line. Very
good, both of them.

Plwg : Plug and feathers,

Plygio : To use the plug and feathers for subs
dividing a block of slare,

Plyg: Large block of slate successfully dis-
lodged from the main body of rock.

Points : Switch on a tram-road. Troi points ©
To operate the switch,

Poitsh : Bungle or mess,

Poitshio : To bungle, i

Polyn strap: Special pale“for putting back
belting that has slipped off the pullew,

Ponc : Gallery, floor or hanks
Post : Series of joints so close together as o

make slate rock worthless.

Post o faw : Ditto,

Powdro : Ta chiarge n shot-hole with l.'\|'i|.|1.ﬁ.i'n;1..

Powdwr : Explosive,

Powdwr du : Black gunpowder,

Pren tshocio : Chocking mallet uded B packing
slates,

Prentis :  Apprentice,

Pric mesur : Gauge or measuring stick,

“Priming"

Prinsis : Slates size 24in. x 14in,

Prinsis mawr : Slates size 26in. x 16in.

Pris: Agreed poundage, todnage of yardage
figure,

Pum' "w'ithan ; “Five veins'4a set off these
fairly close together in the Old Vein:

Pump a charrag : Meaning five “mwew™ (15
slates) plus one,

Pwli: Pulley.

Pwmp : Pump.

Pwshar ;: Pusher or air-leg used in rock drilling,

Pwynt: Sharpened point, e.g., on a drill.

Pwyntio : To point,
Pwynt fleil : Sharpened point filed ag the time
the steel is hot.
Pwynt mwrthw'l :
mered when warm,

Pwynt sengal : Single-edged cutting point,

Pwynt dwbwl : Double edged cutting point,

Pwysa': The weight of material transpostéd as
it affects earnings.

Pwyswre: Weigher,

‘Refal : ‘The Smithy,

Restio : To apply leverage.

Rhac: Rake.

BRhaff: Rope.

Rhaff inclen : Incline {wire) rope.

Rhaw : Shovel or spade.

Rhaw forddoliwe : Platclayer's spade,

Rhaw gafn : Spade for clearing sludge made o
fit the trough in which the saw revolves,

Rhedag : To run.

Rhedag ar *i hol hi: Hard at it—very busily
engaged ; Tew wedi rhu:laﬁ: A whaole scc-
tion of the rock face having slipped or run,

Sharpened point, ham-
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Frank Thomas demonsirating the luse of
" it featfrers? in patidividing & block
of slare.

Riivi-€errig § fyny:| At'the cndsof'the quarry
month a slatcakes gives an account of the
number of slates he has made in the period.
Also an allegorical termgwhen a quarryman
retires.

Rhoi byrddiad :
saw tahle.

Rhugilo:/To cleagsubhble in the mill,

ﬂ.]‘l}'l'i'. Very |:lrp;|;; wosden mallet wsed in the
mll,

Bhywiog : Easy, kindly.

Howlars : Rollers,

Rwl: Fall'ofrock,

Rwhbal : Rubble.

Rwhbalnaddu § Rubble o wasie ffofn degtsing,

Hwhbal hollti : Rubble or waste from gplitting,

Rwhbal meinars: Rubble or waste from the
miner’s heading,

Rwbal bris : Coarse or large rubble.

Rwbal mién : Fine or small robhle.

Rwif : Roof tunncl.

Ryffio : To drive a roof tunnel.

Rybela ;| [To gleun, i.e,, make(slitds dut pf spard
material or that discarded.

Rybelwr : One who gleans,

Rybelwr bach: A boy who gleans, ie., an
apprentice.

Rybela siawns: Gleaning by depending on
chance rather than a rcgl.:%lr source of supply.

Ryn: A train or serics of vehicles coupled to-
gether ; fel wagan gynta’ ryn @ Braxen, bold,
like the first waggon in a train,

Safon : Standard.

Safon cyflog : Wage standard.

Safon gosod : Letting standard,

Sa' draw : Distance bar,

Saer: Carpenter.

Saer maen : Stone-mison,

Blacing slate Blocks an the



Saethu @ To blast,

Saim : Grease,

“Scantling” :  Small beam, faicly long, laid
lengthwise under rails, especially on inclines.

Screib : Breakaway from the natural eleavage,

“Scotch™ : Tron bar used for locking wagEon
wheels,

Setlo : Settling of the pay,

Sgarsio : To scarify, .., to enlarge a level by
removing protruding picees of rock,

Sglefr : Untidy rock face, without regard o thg
natural cleavage,

‘Sglodion :  Split slates before being drquﬂ
{shaped),

Sgrapar : Scraper.

Sgwario : To square,

Shials : Shattered—thin und narrole pieces of
slare. i

Shitia : Shects.

Shyflio : To shovel.

Shyrcan : The Chert —l!‘lt"hﬂ'l“rj mcL overlying

the New Vein bed.
Siafft : Shaft.
Siambar : Small shed 1.tt?c|11.d
making mill.
Siarpio : To sharpen,
Sigiad : Damage to slate caiused by o strain.

N:‘hc j'njin shated

Sinc: Sink.
Sincio : To sink.
Siomi ;- Thwart, disapjys ﬁ'it leﬂ 'i/sinmi ;

In hlasting thid cxpression fmieans fthat the
churge should be cntly -&_mﬁg saxf that
the result is not .|,l|s..lrlrlul.l:mmﬁ ;

Sist: Shortening of the word “agsistance” 3 a
particular reference to the slhiteminker’ % ]Jru-
duction for the day.

Sist ungoes : P‘mdugtlul‘[: l\f ong Hr W a!.am.
only-—not sufficient,

Slangan : Paper eartridge :11@74_ o h,qlr_l'!_ Bug-
powder.

Slatar ; Slater,

Sléd : Trolley.

Slediad ;: Block of slite that is plwed on a
trolley.

Sleifar :

Slip: Slip joint in the rock, i.e., a joint that licg
between the vertical and hori zontal,
Yn berwi o slipia: Many slip joints close
together.

Slipan : Rail sleeper.

Slont : Joint, often, though not always, panllel
to the cleavage

Slont glai : Ela:,' slant. A very well defined
elant overlying the Old Vein so called, befalise
it carries a deposit of clay-like substance, ™

Smit: When an enforced stoppage of work
occurred owing to, e.g., heavy snow, it was
called smit. Also a shortage of water could
cause a smit, A submission to the weather.

Smotia’ : Spors in slates.

Smotia’ llaeth: Large spots found in certain
Old Vein slates,

Snyflyn : Short picce of candle,

Socad : Socker.

Soldiars : 41 inch wide slates.

Spar: Cuartz,

Spardyn : Spur,

“Specials™ : Non-standard sized slates.

18

skl

w. Sﬁi slaes,
3 In dlﬂ"cult_',—nurly

Il;_,p-h i, cxtremis.”
Stampar: Stemmer, for remming shot-holes.
Smm'p;:s Tasiem,
ﬁlimp e Sctélin.n'urlq.1
Stampar twll hollt;

Stemmer for mamming A
cleavage | ) hole,

Stelin :  Place where slate blocks are first un-
Ioaded in chie mill ;2 shelf,

Stem : Day's ‘work.

Stepan : Stefi.

Stiward : Undec-manager,
Stocar : Swker,
Stolpyn ¢ Picge pillarcd off a slate block while

trimming it prior w splicting,

Stolpio @ To teim.
Stop bloc; A stop block.
~§to e o~Statyrory  dednctiome ..I'r¢|11|
Wiges, & M chrftributions, cfc.
Stordyn : I{llllmﬁ

“Slrap,strap mavwes Helr -h'..lﬂng

Stric wagan : Level waggon-load, not heaped

"SaNdruw"—u distantd bajusedto link up

treolley when atirge slate”block overbangs.
“btr-m 8"
I'I'IE IIJI'HE
Sewilwl : Staple.
PI;rgu fel stwifwl : Used to describe some-
or sgmeone bént in half,
|{savwall), sodbit = | Luthps J6f bolld)] rick
left in the ground after blssting. They have
to be blasted again when level ground is
needed as for laying a tram-road.
Swmar: Beam.
Syb: Subsistcnce moncy—paid weckly.
I}'lﬂ'yr. Pyrites in shite,
afliad : Geological fault—a displacement.
Tafod : Length of mil that moves in a tram-
road switch (points).
Tafod bach : Short length of such mil.
Tafoda" bacha': Movable rails used to con-
nect two tram-roads so made that they are
anchored at one end and shaped 1o fit over
matching rails at the other end.
Tagwr :

| hicker and stronger slates than the

o



Austin Roberts nsingdbe Uvhas" — o large
troaden siallel,

Tidl: Pav,

Talcen bwrdd : End of the sawing table nearest
to the splitter,

Tali: Tally—a numbered coin used as a receipt
for the pay. :

Talu: To pay.

Talu'r costa ; At onc tine, oot fow, lexplasives
cte,, were paid for by (e mn dsing thent,

Tanio : To blast by explosives,

Té bach : The much-loved cup of tea,

Tebot oel : Oil can,

Tegins : Broken pieces of china.

Cerrig fel tegins : Very brittle slatcs—like
china.

Tew : A bed or luyer of slates,

Tewin ;: Beds or layers.

Tew bras: Coarsc bed ;
beed.

Tew cyrli : Wrinkled bed ; Tew sidan : Silky
bed.  Descriptive’ names of some beds: of
slate,

Tew dwy : The thickness of rwo slates ; \TFew
pedair: The thickness of four slates ; Tew
wyth : The thickness of eight slates,

“Thirds™ : Usually slates for damp course pur-
[oses.

Tin eydd: In quarrying or mining slate it
means freeing by cutting or blasting the bot-
rom of the rock face,

Tin wagan : End of a waggon.

Tin bwrdd : End of a sawing tble nearest o
the point of unloading,

Tipio : To tip.

Toman : Tip or heap.

Twls main : Drills that are thinner than the
standard—gin. instead of 3in,

Top: Roof of an underground chamber,

Top inclen : Incline top or hrow,

Tew caled : Hard

Torri Mok : Gouging a channcl ar right angles
o he elea 'ug; .E;‘Ibﬂk"l:lf*l;ll{: with a view
td “pillaring™ it by sharp hammer blows on a
chisel.

Torri ochor rydd :  Blasting @ free side or
channel between the rock o be extracied and
the side of the wall.

Torri eyswllt: Breaking the partition hetween
the-;ﬁ'f ﬁi}ltﬂﬂd the drilled and channelled cur,

Trafa'l : Fdpe against which a slate is laid while
it is being dressed (shaped).

Traffic : Quarry traffic.

Trin': To trim o preparc,

Troed :  Foot | jeint—vereically and at cighe
angles to the ling nfpllln.l:ing.

Traed sparia : Fnﬂtiﬂl!ll-ﬁ with quart2 in them,

Troed inclén : Battom of an incline.

Troell : Turn-tahle,

Trosol : Crowbar,

Trwmbal wagan : Wageon body,

Trwm ymlaen . Notevenly loaded—rhe weight
being too ar Togward.

Trwmiymol ;. NoPewealy loadéd —theweiaht
beings, roadag baglk.

Trwne : Trunk—the DE o K incline,

Tsinen : Chain,

Tsiaen bwrdd : Sawing table chain.

Tsinen gefnt Back anchorage—chain or rope
FoT sheber s\

Thiaen graig : | Rockman's chiin,

Thinendo slediad : Tying a latge block of slate
ot tealley’ with asuimble chali?”

Tun bwyd : Lufel tin,

“Turn out” : Tram-road switch.

“Tumn out back" ; Tram-reid switch in reverse
{0 the-normal.

“Twenty-ane & dwy” : Twenogone Snfwrw™”
3 glates)and two-=65 shites.

Tl Nbdine.  Adse’a shot hole,

Twll cefn: Shot hole o teim the wall (or
pillar),

Twll codi : Shot hole inclined slightly stecper
thag’the line of cleavage,

Twll plwg : Holé drilled toreceive thie plig nd
feathers for pillaring,

Twll towrd : Holedgilled t recéive the plaz and
feathers for breaking neross the line of
pillaring,

Twill hollt: Splitting or eleavage hole,

Twll p’leru : Pillaring hole.

Twil ar wastad 'i gefn : Flat horizontl hole,

Twil medi methi : Misfired hole,

Twll cadw tew ; Specidl hole po prevent slite
frorh Ghateefimg while cubting i fréd-side,

Twll peg : Hole for putting in a steel peg which
may be an anchorage.

Twil yn tanio arno : Accidental blast in which
a man is involved.

Hyll-dwll : Hole that docs not conform to
any of the recognised angles,

Twr-babal : An old open section of the quarry
50 called becanse of the variety of languages
to be heard there,

']'.'.'Ilu : To drill.

TH : T¥ byta : Quarryman's name for his mess-
room and assembly gathered therein.

Agor y t§ : Formal opening of the “house™
(i.e., caban) for discusston after cating,

(concluded on Page 25)




ENGINE FOR AN
ENTHUSIAST

EMEMBER the old “Kidbrooke™
Rﬁrr_'am locomotive *‘retired” from
haulage duty at our Oakeley Quarry
some vears ago, and then, in its storage
shed, became an object of interest and
inquiry from light railway enthusiasts?
Our picture shows it dismantled®at
Boston Lodge, Minflordd, with its new
owner, Mr. Richard Hilton of Cambridge,
mechanical superintendent for three vears
of the Ffestiniog Railway Lﬂmpam
which was formed by a group of enthus-
lasts to re- ~Open Lh:_ NATIOW  gauge
railway—"Y Lein Bach”—as_a,ourist
attraction.
At his home in Cambridge Mr! Hilton
has two “restored” steam traction engines
and a steam roller—working testimony

of his enthusiasm for these things—and

his acquisition of the “Kidbrooke™ Sakis
fied an ambition to own a narrow gauge
locomotive.

Having dismantled the engine com-
pletely “to find out what's what” Mr.
Hilton, who trained as a civil engineer
but whose bent was for mechanical
engineering, told Cabar that his intention
was to restore the old locomotive into
proper working order. *'I hope it will
run againsome day ona pleasure railws ay"
he said.
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dddddddddadadz
Lunch-time in the mine
break for lumch in the

ID-DAY
M “caban'’ purt of & sealed-off
funmel — on N, Floor of the Oakeley

mine. Round the table are (from laft) W,
0. Willizms (under - manager), William
Thomas (caban time-keeper), Jobn Liew-
elyn  Roberls (secretary), Dennis  Janes,
Sam Chwen (president), David W, T homas
(a member of the Blaenan Ffestiniog fooi-
ball team), Williaom Jobn Jones, David
Evans, Robert Edwards, Terry Coloman,
Robers LI, Williars,.drifur W yn-Evans,
David Roberss bnd Richard Lloyd.

dddddddddd dd g

According to Mr. Hilton the *Kid-
Broiake”] Zpad | Bhilein 19071 by | &Y., (GC
Bagnall Ltd., Stafford, for the Ministry
of Munitions and was used at a Govern-
ment stores depot at Kidbrooke, in
South-east London. There were several
similar engines, all named after the depots
at which they worked. Mr. Hilton’s
information was that the “Kidbrooke®
was sold in 1922 as “war surplus™ to the
contracting firm of G, Wimpey and Co.,
and apparently the Oakeley Quarry be-
came the next owners.
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N our previous issue were featured a

splendid example of model engineer-

ing skill and a big trout caught in Llyn
Gamalle contrasting products of our
quarrymen’s leisure time activities—aned
Coaban looked round the Oakeley Cuarry
o discover what other pursuits were
engaging attention. The outcome is this
“hobbies gallery™ representing a variety
of interests,

In the slabh mill, for instance, dve
chatted with Arfon Williams and found
that he might be persuaded to tirn Gut
some very attractive articles in leather
and other materials for a bazaarar other
function with a charitable purpose. His
handicraft stemmed pfrom a four-year
spell in hospital following andmurywhen
he was 14 and h:mdw::rﬁ was part of an
educational course He pursyed during
his recovery.

Turned 10 good account

He learned to Miike bitedbags, wallets,
gloves and rugs, and to fashion Articles
in cane, raffia ant.péwiter. IHe Bécarfie a
handicrafts instructor under theMerion-
ethshire Education Authority and uvsed
to take classes of voung people af the
Godre'r Moelwyn Clabiin Tanygrisiaug
Arfon Williams, neW 31, \conféssed \thar
his handiwork has*nefit hécorhe-€ntirely
a hobby and his practice of it largely
confined to making presents for members
of his family and friends and assisting
some deserving charity. However, his
hospital training has been turned to
good account over the years.

slate fans are probably, figuratively
speaking, the piece de resistance of the
quarryman’s artistic use of the stone
from which he earns his livelihood, and
one maker of fans, Thomas John\ Jones,
we also found in the slab mill, He was
proud of the fact that his brother-in-
law, quarryman William Owen, made the
slate casket which was presented to Her
Majesty the Queen when, as Princess
Elizabeth, she visited Blaenau Ffestiniog
during a North Wales tour.

Thomas John Jones can also turn his
hand to making walking sticks, an art
in which apparently his father, J. E.
Jones, also a quarryman at one time,

Arfon Williams, handicrafts




Guilym  Roberts  (right), whe collects
Welsh books, with workmate Ellis Koberis

Arvweyn Evans, exponent of ju-jitsn

Bl
!

excelled to such a degree, as to win
prizes in competitions. But Thomas John
Jones's main interest now seems to he
a6t walking sticks but his motor-cycle
combination on which he lavishes atten-
tion, maintdining and repairing it him-

self, and finding satisfying enjoyment

touring the countryside.

Incidentallyy he thought his work in
the slab mill more interesting for its
variety than sttaight-forward slate-making
He is precentorand a deacon at Salem
Welsh Congregational Chapel, Rhiw.

Two_.strangely.. contrasting., hobbies
were ¢laimed by Gwilym Roberts, Bonc
Siafft-<they ¢ollection, of /Welsh (books

and farnl work, “His inferest in farming

may be attributed to his love of horses
and an intreduction to farming when he
was-13. (Although for him the-attraction
of farming is o much less withehe virtual
digappedraricé. of  the harke from thic
agricultural séenehe cannot resist helping
out on the farm, as he puts it, whenever
the pppartunity occurse Regretfully, he
rarcly~has the chance-tohapdle horses:
he drives a tractor.

Gawilym ' Robetts, who' hassworked at
Oakeley for many years, has since the
last war collected about 100 Welsh books
fior the library he is building ap at home,
is/fond” of) feading biographies) ind
stories of travels in \foreign!lands; and
poetry.” He hasar ear for “cynghanedd®
and has in fact won a prize for an*englyn”
at a quarry eisteddfod.

Exponent of ju-jitsn

In- & different and - more, | vouthful
spheré' 19 Tyear old’' Xrwyn Evans,
slate-maker at Bonc Goeden, is an ex-
ponent of ju-jitsu, the Japanese art of
wrestling or, as Arwyn prefers to des-
cribe it, the art of self-defence. Curiously
enough, he learned it in a class run by the
Welsh cultural movement, Aelwyd vr
Urdd, at Blaenau Ffestiniog, and acquired
such proficiency that he himselt last
winter conducted a class in ju-jitsu for
a group of boys aged 15 and 16.

Arwyn, who tips the scales at 15
stone, says skill rather than strength is
used to overcome an opponent and he
was very reticent about an occasion



Glyn  Williamy and
James Alan Roberts,
philatelists

when he efficiently dcfcndm] himself
against a “rough t!.pc whom he en-
countered at a pnpuiar seaside resort.

For our pictute Yof Afwyn) demah-
strating a hold ©F pwe,/ we asked hIS
slate-maker parther] Eiffon -Rdberts,
co-operate, which he did after some
persuasion!  Arwyn has worked at
Oakeley for four years, starting as an
apprentice on leaving school.

A pood "find"

Last but not least in this hobbies
gallery are two philatelists, Glyn Williams
and James Alan Roberts, at Bone Siafft.
Eighteen year old slate-maker Alan, who
plays the euphonium in the Royal Oake-
ley Band, has been collecting stataps/for
about five yvears and has about 1,000,

Among them is one of the famous
“Penny Blacks”, the first adhesive stamps
in the world. For Alan his was a fortu-
itous acquisition. Ruommaping in the
attic at his home one day the stamp,
unused and in good condition, fell out
of an old book, and its presence there,
Alan thinks, may have had something to
do with the fact that his great grandfather
was a seafaring man.
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“And™ (a
Penny Black in mint condition is cata-

At any\gat it was a good

loguedyat £28). Aan’s collection also
includes a~“Mauritins> speeimenwhich
he believes-ta be quite gare, and *-t:.l.m?
beaging the picture of the dug “Laika
commemorating the Russians’ p:num-
tion of space, without which no modern
stafnp collection would bé complete,

Although heHas iore thafi 500 Stamps
in his colléction), Glyo Willisms, didmand
saw ‘opetatos modestly laidvae’ claim to
having rarities among them. Neverthe-
less, he finds philately to be an absorbing
interest and Cabar left him hoping
that perhaps one dm a lucky find will
also come his way!

ARCTIC WINTER

Wienter's tale at the Oakeley Quarry,
1,000fe, above sea level, was of arctic
conditions comparable with those of the
severe winter of 1947, From Christmas
until  mid-Jawsary (when this note was
teritten) the temperature remasined below
freezing point, but frost, ice and extensive
smowdrifis three to four feet deep bad not
quite succeeded in balting slate production
—a tribute to loyal guarrymen and staff
who carried on working in most difficult
circumstances,



BANDSMEN OF LONG AGO

HIS picture of the old Llan Ffestiniog Silvér Band may touch off a brief journey
T"d:m'n memory lane” for some of our readers. Richard Owen, who is in charge

of the lamp room ar the Oakeley Quargies, lent the photograph to Gaban and
also supplied the names.

Framt row: Evan Jonks (afterweeils Sir| Bodn Joses), Yoo Edwirds, Tobn Owen) Jones,
Joseph Jones (Clochydd], | Williagi Janeés | (Bodunig), Bdward Evans (Clogwyn (Brith).
Second row: Jobn Mapris. Jowes (Conduciov), R, Chomas ‘Roberts (T owmadbh, Hugh 1.
Hugbes (Mantna), Edward Jones (Yr Eog), Ellis Jawes (Clochydd), William Roberts
{Bardu), Dafydd Jowes (Sonth), Morris Pierce Jones (Station Road), Third row: William
Stephen, Owen Alfred Jowes, Joseph Jowes, Jobhn Jones, Edward Davies (Islvn), Jobn
“.r.r_t,*_f.u-pl (Drupemer). Fourth row: liase Jones, Dafydd Roberts (Tomadl), Rebert Jobn
Davies (Rbydsarn), Thomas Jones (Bodunig), &ichard G. Evanws. (Clogwyn Brith),

TERMAUR CHWAREL (coneluded )— chamber from which all the slate Fas been
Tynnu byrddiad : Off-loading slate blocks from extracted.
the saw-table, Weili, mynd vn weili : When a loco makes a
Tynnu “loose”: Clearing loose mck and journey on its own and without a train of
clearing up afrer hlasting, vehicles, this phmse is used. It was in more
Tynnu peth peryg: Removing rock which common use when horses pulled the trains.
may be a source of danger, Wejian ;. Wedge.
Unarddeg : 11 “mwrw™ (33 slates), Wi ;| Trvon| bar‘used fof levering)

Wagan lechi : Waggon to carry finished slates.  Wislan : Hooter or whistle,
Wagan ddrwg : Damaged waggon ; one dif- Wrth y llath: Wages earmned by working on a

ficult to push. price per yard, e.g. driving or widening,
Fel wagan gynta’ ryn : Brazen, bold, blatant, Wrth y dydd : Working on a day rate.
Wiir : Wythien (gwythien), with’'an wen, with'an
Ward : Piece of paper placed between a stamper gam, with’an fawr: Vein, A number of
and a charged hole during stamping. veing appear regularly in the different beds of
“Warming pan”: Used to thaw explosives slate many of them with characteristic and
years ago—not now used. descriptive names,
Watro : To water, Wythnos diwadd mis: The last week of the
Wedi canu: After a set time, ie., after the quarey four-weekly period.  Special signi
hooter has sounded, ficance in more than one respect is placed on
Wedi malu : Shattered. Used to describe slate- this week.
rock damaged by blasting, Ystol fawr: Big ladder. Generlly used in

Wedi gweithio'r agor adra: Describes a securing and safety work.
25



In onr 1962 Holiday
Swaps  Competition
the first prize went to
Morris J. Jones for a
“holiday at bome"
picture — a distant
view of the Moelwyn
moNnlaing,

Wismner-af tbevecomd
j:rl't':r‘, Jobu! 1, Wil
ligmiy_ foumd | bis
stifject farther afield
— ihe fm.m.!.;jn af
Chester Loo,

J. . Hughes was

third with this snap

of the floral clock at
Southport.
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PARTING GIFT TO PENSIONER

MONG chose who retired from the
AUchlc}' Quarries” diripg 1962 Wwis
Thomas Hughes Jones / after J 30
years with our Compaf¥, He is s€n in
our picrure receiving a farewell gife from
Wyn Wyate on behalf of his fellow-
quarrymen at Bonc Shaffe.  Others who
became pensioners during the vear were
David Jones Davies (30 years), Benjamin
Thomas (52), Richard Gwilym Jones
(30), Evan R. Jones (48), John Joseph
Williams (42), and Hugh Hughes (30).

NN NN YL

BACK COVYER PICTURE

Our back cover picture shows fu [arger

perspective the face of the rock in Chamber
N3 at the Oakeley Quarries which is the

swbject of the note on fage 8 on the

channelling  methad  of winnming  slate

wnderground.

NN NN NN

Mr. and Mrs. David J. Jones, of 18, Park
Square, Blaenan Ffestiniog, bictured after
their wedding last year st Jerusslem Con-

gregational  Church, Blaenan Ffestiniog.
Mr. Janes is ¢ member of th Oukeley office

staff.



Cliff of "Old Vein” slate, flash-Iit in the Qakeley mine
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