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The Rockman At Work

II\ THE WINNING of slate the gov-
erning factor is the slate itself, as we
pointed out in eur previous issue.
describing the opeming of an under-
ground chamber. to Slate, the rockman,
is a live and Tively _rock.. Speaking its
own language to him, it rings-*'truc-as a
bell” when conditions' are right, and
booms sonorously in the lower registers
W hLI_I'. thE monient h'l"l dlrl\'ﬁd Lo ﬂYPEC[
the parting of 'a slab from/ the mather
rock. It has qualities and faults; even
foibles, which must be reckoned with

Slate reacts only to lits own/ particulat
manner. A thickness of slate is split or
divided on the halving principlc. First
into two, then four, eightySixteen (and; if
necessary, into further multiples in like
proportion. It is not practical to split or
slice a given thickness, say one-eighth or
one-sixteenth, as one would measure and
slice a piece of cheese.' However 131‘gt: or
small the block or thickness it 1s cut
down on the halving principle.

That is a fundamental point to be
remembered. It appllu equally in the
rockman’s job in the chamber and in the

slate-making process above ground in

the mills.

Amalgam of Skill

The sleck-faced, sharply-sloping vein
of virgin slate hIElLS few secrets that can-
not-be fathomied by Oakeley and Votty
rockmen. —The faults and foibles—the
rockmen call it “stupidity”—are not so
readily predictable;-but; by virtue of the
amalgam 'of skill, intuition and a know-
ledge based on years of practical exper-
ience, which is the stock-in-trade of all
who work the rock, /the snags, invariably,
are ! overcome.

Rockmen work in pairs., Their tools
arey the power-drill, gun-powder, a
hammer, crow-bar dI'Id wedges. Perched
on a 'ahr:-rt ladder, or HUH]‘JHE.ﬂde over the
sloping face of thc rock by a chain deftly
wound round one thigh, the rockman
will ease out a block of slate weighing
anything from 30 to 130 tons. From this
block he will split slabs in carefully pro-
portioned thicknesses weighing up to ten
tons apiece from which, in turn, he will
fashion the smaller “pillars™ of slate, the
raw material of the mills,



Cutting a free side

Drilling on the cleavage

The Step-by-Step Process

The task of taking out the “pillars™ is
methodical in the extreme, as every rock-
man knows. The law to be observed is
“first things first.” A visitor watching
the process for the first time could not be
blamed for feeling puzzled, though he
could not fail to be interested. Those of
us who ride daily down the “Old Robey™
incline 500 feet into the Votty mine
workings, or who infiltrate into the maze
of floors dropping down nearly 1,000 feet
to “P” at Oakeley, may rc,y;ard it as hard,
unspectacular work, but the visitor, who,
having overcome the awe which marks
every first encounter with the cavernous
approach to a well-worked underground
chamber and waits to see what goes on,
invariably is most impressed.

The step-by-step process begins, as we
have described, with the miners who
prepare and open the chambers. The
rockmen start their production assault on
the slate by cuztmg a “free side”—or, as
they term it, “Torri ochor rydd.” This
channel, or opening, follows the acute-
angled slope of the vein of slate upwards
on the right of the chamber and along-
side the thick wall which the miners had
left to secure the side and roof of the
chamber. Having bored, blasted and cut
away a passage upwards sufficient to
afford elbowsreom in which to work
and to uncevera free side or thickness in
the vein, the rockmen make ready to
take out [hL i—ust big slab for rough fash-
ioning  1into ) Tpillars,” as the smaller
blocks are called.

Primary Attack

A short Jaddeér may be sufficient in the
first instance to provide a foothold for
the pnman attack on a new chamber,
but. in the well advanced workings at
Ouakeley and Votty, such as the chambers
on Oakeley “P” floor, where most of the
photographs illustrating this article were
taken, the rockmen select their own toot-
hold on the rock itself, secured always by
the trusty chain. In some chambers the
chain may be anchored at a height of 90
feet. The fall is not vertical, of course :
it is at the angle of the vein, a matter of
from 30 to 40 degrees.




That is the angle at which most of the
rockman’s work is done, He hauls him-
self up by the chain, his tools, secured to
the belt of his partner, are brought up to
the foothold and are hung on bars driven
into the rock face. One turn of the chain
round one thigh, leaving the loose end
free, not only secures the rockman firmly
with both hands free for the job, but is
also swiftly and readily adaptable for a
quick sliding descent to the floor of the
chamber,

Natural Aids

Conditions in the chambers vary. The
differences, broadly, are accounted for by
the presence of joints or cracks in the
vein, or by the fact that these arc not
developed, or that they may be non-
existent. The presence of a known joint is
of considerable advantage to the toek-
man who is always on the look-out for a
natural aid to the winning and removal of
a good, clean block of slate.

It is by taking advantage of this joint-
ing, cleavage (the way the rock splits
parallel to the face) and pillaring (the
capacity also, though less readily, at right
angles to the cleavage) that rockmcn
succeed in winning the largest blocks.

On “P” floor at Oakeley, where we
happened to make this survey, the rock
is known as “big stone,” solid from. the
bottom to the top” of the-chamber-with
scarcely any of the helpful natural joints
so eagerly-sought.

Artificial Joints

What nature has n¢glected to provide
man must provide-Downon “Bthe all-]
important “foot joint,” or decp crack at
the bottom necessary to the provision of
a thickness up to six feet to give-freedom
for working down the first\big slab, \is
inserted across the full width of the
chamber by channelling machines. This
process was described in our issue of
May, 1950, but to wvecapitulate/ briefly,
these machines are heavy power-driven
drills which bore a line of holes close
together across and into the rock face. A
cutting tool completes the job by break-
ing through the partitions between the
holes, leaving a deep channel, or cleft, or

Hammering the

“‘plug and feathers"




Slate ‘xﬂars' : take

Hoisting a block

more technically, an artificial joint, Hav-
ing cleared the slate on the floor of the
chamber in front of the foot joint the
rock now has two faces—the natural
inclined face reaching up to the gloom of
the chamber top, and the new one at
right-angles formed by the channcl led
joint.

Sixty-Ton Block

With the free side excavated and the
channelled foot joint completed, the rock-
man is at liberty at last to go in and win
real slate. In “P 17 chamber, where Jack
Parry, the Oakeley club secretary, and
his partner, Morris Roberts, were at
work, we were fortunate to find both the
artificial and natural factors in double
harness.

Exploiting the advantage of a “back™
or “cross” joint, formed by a natural
crack running at a tangent towards the
top of the face, the two rockmen neatly
split and eased out a triangular shaped
block weighing anything up to sixty
tons. Its position, lying at the angle of
the vein half way up the face of the rock,
is shown in an accompanying illustration
and in a way which, from the point of
view of the stranger to our craft, reveals
graphically the uncommon, even spec-
tacular nature of the work leading to the
production of the commonplace roofing
slate.

““Humouring’’ the Rock
How is it that two'men suspended by a
lerigth'of _chain ‘could have cleft so
cleanly a block of such dimensions and
weight ? The answer is contained in the
methodical approach, and the adaptab-
ility of thé¢ persons concerned. As the
rockman said : ““The rock would like to
be-the boss ; we have to humour it.” In
this) particular instance the policy paid,
admirably. Poised in the free side, the
rockman first bored a splitting hole side-
ways along the plane of the cleavage.
This carefulh sited bore-hole is intended
for “working the thickness”—in this
case a thickness of six feet all the way
across to the naturally formed “‘back™
joint. The foot joint at the base, made by
the channellers, was already free. Stand-
ing, feet wide apart on the sloping face,
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the rockman’s next np»:iatmn was to bore
at right anglm to the “splitting” hole, a
“pillaring”™ hole on the line on which the
rock will split at right angles to the face,
and more or less paral]cl to the freeside.
The juxtapositioning of the holes is the
measure of the rockman’s skill.

Reducing the Block

The firing of a charge of gunpowder-
not too mu-::h not too little, but exactly
enough—is cafculd_tLd to {‘ump]ctc the
job. L sually, and as on this occasion, the
big block should slide aw ay from the
strata with the minimum of persuasion,
the bottom being true and smooth.

To reduce a block of the kind we have
illustrated to manageable proportions
calls again for the exercise of consider-
able skill, care and patience. Uppcrmost
in the minds of all rockmen is output—
good, clean stuff of the right dimensions
to feed their appointed jpartners, the
slatemakers in the mills. A near-perfec
tion in the production of “pillars” is a
guarantee of maximum pussib[e output
in the production of superfine slates.

The basis of all work is the “bargain,”
or plece rate. Production counts always,
and there is, indeed, a whole lot of slates
locked up in a sixty tons block. The
massive piede of slates lying seeurely-high
up above the chamber floor, had thus to
be “quarried” afresh. For the uninitiated
this process means slicing it down in §itn
in carefully, proportioned slabs; jof some
nine to ten tons each.

‘“Plug and Feathers”’

The piceutes show, the operatiohy the
hammering in of “plug and feathers,” or
balanced wedge, a device which gives
just the necessary extra sguecse\ta start
the crack in the ciuavafre The thickness
to be obtained is IIIEEthlt'LEI on a standard
chisel to the traditional dimensions for the
production of sixteen slates. The split-
tmu occurs audibly,/ An lunmistakahble

“ping” signals that the split has occured,
that the crack has run right across and
that the slab is now lﬂdd} for sliding
away from the parent block. The work
is not always smooth running. It was
not so while we watched the rockman

A block reaches daylight

Rockmen's ' Caban'’

toil with crowbar and then with hammer
to overcome what he termed the “stupid-
ity” of the rock. He had levered it up-
wards and had moved it by gravity a
handspan downwards. The hammering
rang tesonantly on the one note round
the lofty chamber. But the slab would not
give way. We were witnessing a de-
monstration of “temperament” which,
because of the values involved, reacts on
the rockman as a signal for extreme care
and caution.

““Ring of the Roc

“She’ll go any second now™ was the
optimistic remark of the rockman as,
with his safety chain slung clear of
possible danger and his stance deliberate-
Iy placed, he| heaved) and hammered.

The ring of the rock changed drama-
tically to a low boom. The wcdgcs had
done theirwork) Theslab was free and it
slid down_in_a flash,’ exactly as was
intended, to the floor at the bottom of the




t'rU: side, all ready for separating into
“pi llars.” The rockman was down and
upon it, trimming off a scaly unwanted
piece from the upper surface, before the
echo of the parting had subsided.

From this point the reducing process
appeared to be almost mechanical. A
bore hole thrnugh the centre of the tace,
the deft application of “plug and
feathers,” and the slab cracked like a
whip and split in two from top to bottom
this time. The rockman measured a
further division across the slabs—the full
width of the hammer, plus one inch to
make room for trimming and dressing
the slates—and repeated the process
twice to make four “pillars.”
these was a double width, which he split
again to make the total extraction from
thc, ten-ton slab five full-length ““pillars™
of slate.

‘“‘Five Fingers of Slate®’
Five fingers of virgin slate, they lay
fanwise accurately and conveniently

One ot

placed for hauling to the tramline and
truck., A cnmpnmmd air winch efficiently
did the job of hauling the slate into
position for placing on the trolley. There
1C!'t‘1d1F1Ld the final npt::atmn—rhu mark-
ing of the block with the name and
number of the chamber and its destin-
atton. In the picture we have chosen, the
chamber 1s “P 1.” The destination 1s
indicated by the three chalked initials
preceding it, which, believe it or not,
spell “R.G.]J.,” for Oakeley rockmen
write “J”” with a single stroke intersected
by three diagonal strokes. The reason is
fuglt_al enough. There must be no mis-
take in the destination of the pillar, and
no confusion between the letters “]” and
“L.” Tradition is carried a step farther in
the choice of this particular inscription.
The initials “R.G.].” are those of one
Robert Griffith Jones, a rockman of
repute, who has now passed from the
ken of the present generation. It was a
good name, and a lucky one. Jack Parry
and Morris Roberts liked it and retained
it,

Rockmen’s day is done




N “Conversation Piece” in the last issue

we ventured to recotd the remarks of

a roofing contractor as, on the’phone, he
rhapsodised on the beautics of the autumn
tints observed during what he described
as a2 memorable trip up the valley.

The particular autumn he recalled has
now been succeeded by another,—not to
mention a summer @distinguished by a
total rainfall of 59 inches recorded at
Oakeley in the three months July,
August, September. When it is realised
that the average annnal rainfall in a seaside
area like Mergeyside is only 28 fnches,
our weather lot-up here-on-the reof ef
Merioneth must admittedly take some
beating |

Arctic comes to Blaenau

Quarrymen take it alh in-their-stridey
slopping (thropgh |raia_in, the summers
shuffling through snow in the winter.
Snow, did we say? In common with
the rest of the country wifitet came early
to Blaenau Ffestiniog and, with'it,/déep
snow which persisted under arctic con-
ditions for five weeks.

The false thaw ,at, Christmas —was
followed by further snow and severe frost
undoing for a space the difficult, pains-
taking and prolonged process of keeplng
open the inclines and the all-impottant
dﬂpatch route from the mills in the
mountains down to the mainline sidings.
While it succeeded in impeding the flow

of slates finished for dispatch, the con-
ditions, though extremely severe, did not
stop output.

The photographs we have reproduced
offer a fair impression of those conditions
particularly where the snow had drifted
and frozen over the finished slates in the

outdoor bays at Oakeley. The average
snowfall was between six and seven
inches, but drifting occurred in many
places.

Conditions were tough while they
lasted but were never insuperable.

Reynard called at Votty

What convinced us most of the real
toughness~of - the, situation were two
entirely \extraneous factors observed in
the passing. Calling at Votty early in the
New Year we cautiously climbed the
stéep” approach road)on which children
tfrom Blaenau Ffestiniog were gaily tob-
ogganing, to find, cutting across our
path, the unmistakable footprints of a
tox.

Following the dainty tell-tale imprints
in the snow, which are instantly recogni-
sable by the fact that they proceed in
single line ahead, we were able to retrace
reynard’s track rlght to the Votty office
door. He had come down the mountain,
traversed the long tramroad, had nosed
round the office buildings, crossed the
road and incline and, apparently uncon-
cernedly, had continued on his daylight
quest over the tip and down to the town.



Others who examined the “sign™ were
equally impressed and equally certain
that we were in the midst of one of
the hardest winters to be experienced at
Blaenau Ffestiniog. Thinking it over on
the way back to Oakeley, we saw a sheep
emerge from deep snow and stagger back
to life. Here was winter, indeed, and the
vear scarcely started.

Back to normal

On the road into Oakeley men were
unloading gunpowder from a lorry which
had floundered in the deep snow and
stopped. Everywhere men were de-
icing points, shoring up snowbanks and,
most difficult of all, prising out slates
from the frozen stockades.

The view across the open quarry from
the ledge where, last sumumier, goats were
grazing, was chilly in the extremes It.was
Oakeley in the grip of wintér, and no
occasion for rhapsodising. The sun had
fought a losing battle with glowering fog
and we retired that night to dream of
foxes patrolling the ice-bound environs
of the town.

. . . In spite of this we carried on

.« J All-important communications

With “the dawn came mist—warm,
enfolding and clammy from Cardigan
Bay—which swiftly cleared snow from
vast stretches of the countryside. That
night, driving over the Crimea Pass, it
rained heavily. Blaenau had loosened
from the grip and was back to normal!




rl‘Hl*’ keen eye and the strong, safe
pair of hands caught by the camera
in this workaday picture of Orthin
Roberts, rockman in “P” 9 at Oakeley,
are the stock-in-trade of the man on duty
and off duty. Orthin is goalkeeper for
Pwllheli Welsh League First Division X1,

and a footballer of wide experience.
Before liﬂking up at Pwllheli with
Tommy Jones, the ex-Everton and

Welsh international centre-half, in a spec-
tacular defensive combination, Orthin
Roberts shone in English League foot-
ball as goalkeeper with thé Notts Forest
Second Division team, making 24 first
team appearances in seasons 1947-43. A
product of Welsh football having begun
his career with the Blaenau Ffestiniog
town team, and continuing it in the army,
he exhibited an early promise which was
fulfilled in the war years. His father is
John Roberts, slatemaker at Bone Coed-
an, and will be remembered as a dashing
voalkeeper for the town team twenty-
five years ago.

The pictures shaow Ogrthin-Robests at
work in his chambér and at play, staying

Orthin Roberts, rockman

Alfred Hughes, fireman

off a determined header in a recent match
against Colwyn Bay.

Some of our readers may be surprised
to learn that the fire services in the rural
and remoter areas are still largely manned
by volunteers. Merioneth is no exception.

Alfred Hughes, rockman on “P” floor,
Oakeley, who volunteered for the orig-
inal Auxiliary Fire Service in 1939, and
who passed through the transitiorial
pl‘m%e remembered as the National Fire
Service, 1s still a fireman, retained in off-
duty hours for service anywhere within
the wide scope of his division. He is
summoned by a bell alarm system instal-
led in his own home, The “drill” for
attendance has been so perfected in
practice that ‘thelmaintenance of a full
crew-on permanent duty at the conven-
iently situated stations has been deemed
tol offes little advantage over the success-
ful routine sttt being-abserved.

Alfred Hughes is seen standing fourth
from left in the back row of a group
which containg maay who will be recog-
mised by our’ldeal rcaders.

Orthin Roberts, goalkeeper
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ROOF OF THE WORLD .

“With Compliments”—
From the Netherlands

MOUTH-watering array of cheeses,
if you like that kind of cheese—we
do

It was' Mr.—.'de Kester'of out vety
old friends, Messts. van Wijngaarden &
Co., of. Rotterdam, who. set us, 0ft.on
this departut¢ from our psudl style of
“Roof of the World.”

Withy‘Best
compliments’ (For
1951 he sent the
Company a copy
of a book—*"The
Netherlands.” It
consists almost
entirely of photo-
graphs, a fine
collection ot 240
pictures, showing
the Dutch
countryside, life
and architecture.
We weredelighted
with it, so, having

borrowed some similar photographs, we
here pass on a glimpse of that country to
which we have sent slates for so many
years.

Members of the Club can enjoy the
whole collection by getting the book
from thé libfary. Tt(was difficult to make

The Square—De Ryp
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Polder Landscape

“Typical,” one might say, even bearing
in mind that some of the Netherlands |
provinces are very different. Again, the |
picture.of the market at ancient Leiden
.emphasises the ubiquity of the canal in so
many parts of Holland. With the photo-
graph of the little square at De Ryp we
get back In a sense to our job, for it
) : _ shows a diversity of roofs, including
Working Windmills varied types of slating—aithough, un-
a selection, but look at these well-kept fortunately, these are not easily seen in
windmills, at this Jandscape with the the small reproduction.
black-and-white cattle grazing on land As for the cheeses, they are at the |
lower than the nearby waterway, famous Cheese Market at Alkmaar.

Photographs by eotirtesy of Netherlands National Tourist Office. Ancient Leiden
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LUB activities this winter season
have been devoted laggely to recrea-
tional and social pursuits. Thete has been
a lapse in the educational programme,
but this may be restored latef. 1t 1§ not to
be inferred that the Club'has stood still.
Far from it. There are, in fact, several
instances of enterprising innevation.

Mindful always of the intetests of

young, new members, the committee
promoted a Junior Iieague snooker team
for apprentices and tmprovers under
eighteen. The boys have made an excel-
lent first impression and promise big
things.

The senior/team cofitihdes) among the
leaders in the/Blaenau/ Efestiniog “and
District Billiards League, and are equally
adept at snooKer. , On this page we sec a
match{ in | pragréss vérsus the Brtigh
Legion-team. 'Head well"down taking'a
shot is Idris Evans, rockman at Oakeley,
and standing coelly by eyes.coneentrated
on the object ball,~1s | his | opponent,
Griffith Jones, a stalwart of the Legion
team and, incidentally, anpther Oakeley

rockman.
Dead centre !

Tight corner, tight fit!

Carnival Queen

Another piece of enterprise by the
committee, commending itselt to all, is
their decision to nominate an Qakeley
and Votty “Quarries Queen™ as a can-
didate for the title of “Carnival Queen”
at the forthcoming Blaenau Ffestiniog
annual summer carnival, Applicants for
the title of “Quarries Queen™ are re-
stricted to girls between fourteen and
cighteen years, whose kinship with
Oakeley and Votty is that they have a
father or brothér working with us. The
final selectivn’ will be by secret ballot,
and the winner, in addition to being
sponsored as the Club candidate at the
Town Carnival, willscceive a prize of £ 1.

|
l

Concert Arrangements

The Club concert, to be held in March,
will feature the Quarry Choir (who are
pictured here specially posed after prac-
tice at the Club) and a miscellaneous pro-
gramme provided by the winners in the
Club Eisteddfod last vear, This last
decision is a happy gesture, in keeping
with the new practice of the National
Eisteddfod.

To complete the “happy family™
atmosphere of the proceedings, the
chairman at the concert will be sclected
from the ranks of our own veterans—in
fact, the Oakeley or Votty employee with
the longest record of service,

Music Makers

There are six of our improvers playing
in the Royal Oakeley Silver Band, a fact
which has encouraged the Club to foster
among other apprentices a study of
music. Humphrey Lewis, of Votty, 1s
taking it in hand, teaching tonic solfa to
half a dozen boys—potential material for
the Quarry Choir.

The Club whist drives offer unabated
pleasure to members and their wives and
continue regularly. There are vivid and
pleasant memories of the “bumper”
drive on December 14 last, when there
were thirty-three prizes to be won.

Qakley Club Choir

The Men in Office

In office now, keeping up the spirit of
the club, are the following officials and
committeemen.

FExecutive Committee

Chairman, Edward Jones.
Treasurer, Dennis Roberts.

Secretary, John G. Parry.

Committee : D. Lewis, |]. W. Barlow,
J. E. Jones, Robert Thomas, G. W.
Humphries, H. G. Jones, Trevor Davies
D. G. Lewis, Ronnie Williams, H. T.
Jones, D. Roberts, T. H. Jones, J. ].
Williams, H. Morris, R. Jones, D. G.
Jones, Harry Hughes and W. L. Owen.

Librarian : Harry Hughes.

Whist Committee : Chairman, Thomas
H. Jones; treasurer, Thomas Hughes ;
secretary, Dewi Lewis, and H, Morris, R,
Jones, G. Brookes and Trevor Davies.

S ports Cammitier : Chairman, David
Hughes ; vice-chairman, W. L. Owen ;
treasurer, Trevor Davies;  secretary,
John J. Williams, and J. Evans, H,
Morris, Thomas H. Jones, D. Lewis, D.
G. Jones, R. Jones, H. Roberts, M. W.
Morris, O. Roberts, ]. Roberts, O.
Evans, Robert Thomas, Austin Jones,
D. B. Jones, |. E. Jones. Represent-
atives on the District Billiards and
Snooker League Management Commit-
tee :  Humphries Morris and Richard

Jones.

The match is on!
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Gwilym Humphreys, Oakeley Manager

WILYM W. HUMPHREYS manager

at Oakeley since 1948, and who is

seen at his desk at the Oakeley Quarry
Office, is a “third generation” producer of
slates. Like several of the apprentices
now at the Middle Mill, Gwilym
Humnphreys followed his father and
grandfather into the Oakeley service,
coming straight from school in 1918. His
first years in the industry were spent at
the Portmadoc, whairves, and Cin/ thé
shipping,! dispatching/and-sales\-depart-

ments.

In 1934 he enfered quatty work, and
there followed”a 'long and ‘thorough
course of development which, beginning
with two years spént/in the office and a
further leven Years é6n the underground
staff, commencing as time-keeper, earned
him his chief executive’ position as

quarry and mine manager in sticcession |

to Mr. J. W. Williams. Married, with
two daughters Gwilym Humphreys’
home recreations are reading and a little
gardening. Outdoors he is liable always
to drift back to the mountains, there ro
engage in his favourite pastime—hill-
walking and scrambling.

Bob Goodman, “*C"" Mill

“Between

OAKELEY
Who's

A potent factor contributing to the make-up of the
undoubtedly is tradition. Family history and com-
together in the skilled job of winning slate for the

In this new series, introducing some of the men who
with the respective quarry managers and two others

LATEMAKER Bob Goodman, whom
we show **hard at it” in “C” mill,
Oakeley, is also in the thirty-third year
of his service, starting as a boy of 14 in
1918. Bob is married and has a son and a
daughter. The trained eye and the skilled
blows essential in slatemaking came
readily to this genial occupant of the
corner bay in the big “C” mill. The
reason ¢ Because he, too, “had it in the
blood.”

Bob Goodman is a “doggie” man of
repute. For many years he was a success-
ful breeder of show fox terriers. It was
with some surprise that, at the turn of the
year, we learned he had given up this
long-established hobby of his in favour
of-budgerigars. ~T’ve taken a fancy to
the little birds; and J. T. Jones, the slate
inspector, who breeds them, is going to
set me up,” he told us.




Ourselves™
VOTTY
Wheo

man people designate as a ‘typical slate quarryman’’
munity environment bring us together and keep us
roofs of the world.

typify the industry at Oakeley and Votty, we start
who fit equally into the scheme of things.

HE career of Edward Jones, manager

at Votty and Bowydd, ranges back
over half a century. He started work in
the industry as a slatemaker rubbisher at
the age of fourteen, exactly 52 yeats aga.
For half of that period he has been at
Votty, where, in fact, he now lives, high
up at Quarry Bank. Edward Jones had
three years experience of mill work
before proceeding underground as ‘a
rockman, aged seventeen.

Six years after entering the setvice at
Votty he was promoted an official, a
position which he' has™ continued to
occupy, and in the last three years as
quarry manager.

Edward Jones-lived for many,yeass at
Llanfrothen where, in the fashion (of)
others, who work at winning slate, he
practised farming as an off-duty hobby.

Edward Jones, Manager, Voltty

With the aid of a son he developed a
sizeable mixed farm. Removal to Quarry
Bank and larger responsibilities has
meant the abandonment of his hobby,

OHN Jones (“Cannon’), seen here

at the lever of his winding gear, has
presided over the fortunes of the Old
Robey incline at Votty for forty years—
and without mishap. Never late and
absent only on the rare occasions when
bereavements called him out of town, he
proudly proclaims-that up to date he has
never been” ill-enough to qualify for
National Health Insurance.
) Johfi Jonieshasibeea 51 years at Votty,
His father was the Qld Robey winder
before him, and John started by firing
the boilers off the original steam plant
which operated the/ winding gear. This
hds' long been-superseded by electric
motors. Younger men and, may be
some contemporaries, will be pondering
the-reason for the well known “Cannon.”
now in his name. John's own explan-
ation is this: “Forty odd years ago |
played for the Town Team. I held the
record for penalty goals Goalkeepers
said 1 shot like a cannon, and the crowd
came to cry ‘Give it to Jack Cannon ’ and
the name stuck.”

John Jones—‘'Old Robey,'' Winder



"l""'l'lFZ contributor of the article in Welsh, which follows, discusses and reveals

the origin of the picturesque quarrying expression “Smit”

an all-embracing

term dating from long ago and used by our quarrymen to describe the rare ncusmm
when very severe w L:HEh{‘:T conditions or other untoward circumstances intervene

to stop all normal work.

The word is coined from the contraction of a remark by an English-speaking
official of the quarry who had said to his men, following a surprise stoppage—

*“You must submit to the weather.”

The operative word was “submit.”

[t was a

matter of moments before it became abbreviated to “smit,” and the abbreviation
adopted as a symbol of all that the term conveyed.

The two majm' “smit” events at Oakeley were the 31(‘-[{”15}{:] freezes of 1895

and 1947,

The pictures show the “crystal palace” effect produced by icicles in one

of the upper levels—some of the icicles humr two feet thick—during February, 1947.
In that year work at the quarry was qtnpptd for over a month and icing |'JLt’Hl*-tLd
in the middle of the level until the beginning of the following Junc.

Y’\] ddiweddat digwyddﬂs weld rhestr
o eiriau per thynol i'r chwarel, a dacth
i'm meddw] air arall o eitfa’s {:hwarf:l nad
oedd yn y rhestr honno, sefy gair “Smit.”
Anaml y cofir clywed gair am y tro cyntaf,
fmd cofiaf y tro ¢y ntaf L) slywed y gair
“Smit.” Cerddai fy nhad a2 minnau i'r
chwarel rhyw fores yr oedd cawd o cira
ar v ddaear a daliai rhaan iddodilawr, a
cherddai pawb yn araf a golwg drwm-
bluog arnynt. W edi cyrracdd Penybont
a chychwym i mewn 1'r lefel-galed, rhed-
odd  rhyw fachgen |i"n Lcyfarfad gan
waeddi “Smit” | Trodd ‘pawb'yn el

daeth gwén foddhaus ar wyneb pawb yn
arwy dd tod cyfnewidiad mawr w edi
C}-‘I'I:"I(:I’"_'y"d lle. Am dro torasid ar undon-
edd y mynd a’r dod i’r gwaith. Taflai
rhai o't bL‘Ehg\l‘i beli eira at eu gilydd,
ran beri hwul 't gweddill, ac acth pawb
adref am y dydd mewn tymer dda
Methwn ddeall ar y dechreu beth oedd
yStyr y gair a achosodd v fath gyfnewid-
md ond buan ¥ deuthum i wybod beth a
f;i}gm ‘Smit.”

Y ddau “*Smit’’ mawr

Clywais 1'r gair hynod hwn ddod i
fodolaeth fel 1 wyn : _Ar un adeg gweithiai
nifer.o/Sacsen yn Helland (rhan o Chwar-
el yr'Oakelef)’; rhyw ddiwrnod glawiai
yn drwm, ac w rth swrs yr ocddynt
hn'vthﬂu'n segun—~Aeth y manager atynt
I’w hysbysuna fuasent yn derbyn cy Hntr
am y diwrnod hwnnw gan nad udeﬂ, nt
yn gweithio. Nid oeddynt hwy a'r gor-
uchwiliwr yn cytuno ar hxn o gwbl, ac i
ddiweddu’r ddadl dywedodd y manager
wrthynt @ ““You must submit 1o the weather.”
Trwy dalfyru’r gair “submit™ y daeth cin
gair “Smit” i fod.

Er i lawer “Smit” ddigwydd o’r adeg
hwnnw ymlaen, ni sonir ond am ddau
“Smit” mawr. Mae’n debyg mai am y
ddau “Smit” hynny y bydd son am flyn-
yddoedd kmhL”dLh 0s na ddaw un mwy
eto i gymeryd eu Ile yn sgwrs v chwarel-

. . . Dwy droedfedd o drwch,



wyr. Digwyddodd y cyntaf o'r ddau
“Smit” enwog yma yn y flwyddyn 1895,
pan fu’n rhaid i’r gweithwyr aros gartref
trwy fis Chwefror. Du_,xﬂddndd yr ail
ohonynt, a’r mwyaf diweddar o’r cwbl,
yo y ﬂ\.ﬂ.dd‘kn 1947, pan gaewyd vy
chwarel o Chwefror 13 hyd hla\xirh 18.
Yr oedd wedi rhewi mwy adeg y “Smit”

hwn na hyd yn oed yn 1895 yn ol a
glywais gan bobl a gofiai'r “Smit”

cyntaf.

1895 a 1947

Yn 1947 gellid cymeryd enw vy lefel
galed yn Chwarel yr Oﬂl«:c!n yn hnilnl
llj,thn:nnnl, canys yr oedd wedi rhewi
ar ei hyd, ac felly’n colli hynny o “fedd-
alwch” a fu ynddi erioed. Rhewiodd mor
galed fel yr arhosodd peth @'t thew yng

nghanol v lefel hyd ddyddiau eynataf

Mehefin. Yr oedd y difetion yn y pen
nesaf 1 mewn wedi lht“ﬂ.’l n golofnau tua
dwy droedfedd o drwch (fel y gwelir yn
y darlun), a'r lefel yn edrych fel pala‘:
hardd, gyda cholofnau o wydr yn dal y
nenfrwd. Yr oedd hefyd wedi rhewi yn
isel 1’r gwaith; yr oedd rhew pedan
modfedd a hanner o drwch ar waelod
trwne v “K.” Rhaid oedd ceibio’r rhew
yn (&ja]Ld yno er mwyn clirio’r ffordd.
Gwelwyd hefyd dal p O rew tua llathen o
hyd yn llawr yr “L,” a chlywais 1 r}mun
weld ychydig rew h!.d yn oedd yn llawr
vr “M.”

Rhydd yr engreifftiau hyn syniad pur
glir pa mor galed y bu iddi rewi y
flwyddyn honno. Y mae’n sicr, pa
dywydd bynnag a ddigwydd eto yn y
dy tndnl y bydd son am aeaf caled 1947

a’r “smit” mawr.—].P.

. Fel palas hardd.



HE word “slate” comes from the old

English siat (or sclat) and through it
from the French verb esclater (now
eclater), meaning “to split.” (It is inter-
esting to compare the Welsh ysglatfus,
ysglats or sglatys with esclarer). The very
name, therefore, denotes the distinctive
property of slate—rsleavage, 61 the pro-
perty of splitting readily in one direction.

The majority of slates originated as
mud ; but mud also givesdtise to rocks,
like clay, mudstone or $hale, which do
not have “slaty cleavage,” so we shall
have to consider the formation of such
rocks in general, and later the special
conditions that led to the production of
slate,

Action of the elements

In the wedthering of tgcks, meehanic-
ally by the action of the’elementsy chem-
ically by the gases dissolved in the rain
water, loose fock particles varying great-
ly in sizé and composition,are fotmed. L
is, of course, a very slow process. ' These
particles, carried by rain and wind into
streams;—find, their | way gradually along
rivers antil\theéy comié to rest eventually
at the bottom of the sea, or of lakes. Here
also will be material, produced by the
action of waves on the coast.

Meanwhile, a sorting-out process has
taken place. Generally speaking small
particles tend to be carried farther and
more quickly than large ones: Thus, the
sediment tends to be deposited in bands,
more or less parallel with the coast, with
the coarser material, such as pebbles and
gravel, nearer the shore, followed by
sand, and farther out the finer particles.
If this finer material consists principally

of the hydrous silicates of alumina—and
alumina is a very common element in the
earth’s crust, and an essential ingredient
of clay, and slate—the deposits will be in
the form of mud.

Figure 1 illustrates this arrangement
diagrammatically. Of course the nature
of the land in a given locality will affect
the precise nature and extent of the
deposits. (The calcareous deposits

shown would arise from the hard parts of
small sea creatures).
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Sea-floor deposits

Uplift and subsidence of land have
constantly occurred in geological time.
If the land region rises, the sea retreats
and the deposits we have been consider-
ing will move seawards. Thus, for
instance, sand may rest upon the earlier
mud and pebbles rest upon the earlier
sand. If the land sinks, the reverse pro-
cess will occur. After several changes
there may be results somewhat like those
shown in the lower part of Figure 1,
where we see, for instance, mud covered
by sand, which in turn has been covered
by a later deposit of mud. It will be
understood that this is a simplified de-
scription. The depth of sediment will
depend on the period during which con-
ditions are favourable to deposition.

Sooner or later movements in the
earth’s crust will bring about.changes in
the distribution of land and'sea. The sea-
floor deposit of one age will constitute
the dry-land rock of the next, and what
accumulates as mud will give rise to
rocks like clay and shale—and perhaps to

slate if certain conditions to be deseribed
]ater occur. Figure 2A shows a series of
layers or strata as deposited on the bed of
the sea or lake. Earth movements pro-
duce folding, lifting parts of the strata as
shown at B. These in turn tend to-be
worn away by weather, as in C:

The processes lof denudation and de-
position (have been in aperation ever
since conditions on earth pérmitted the
tormation of oceans and rain. Every part
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of the earth’s crust has been subject to
movements which have led to the eleva-
tion of land masses to provide material
for denudation, and the formation of sea-
basins in which sediments could accum-
ulate. Clays and similar rocks have there-
fore been formed in various places, and
during different parts of the earth’s
history.

400 Million years ago

It is now generally agreed by geologists
that the sediments which were to give
rise to the slates ot Blaenau Festiniog,
including Oakeley and Votty slates, were
deposited some 350 to 400 million years
ago.

Thus far Nature has collected her
material under water, and then brought
it to the surface. Next time we will deal
with the question of what then happens
to it to produce slate, the rock with those
distinctive characteristics that enable us
to turn it into so remarkably fine a roof
covering. (To be continued)

Just before the summer holiday week
the old “K” Balance winding gear at
Oakeley underwent complete renewal at
the hands of our engineers. The familiar
stout wooden structure, which had done
service for so many years, was demolish-
ed and a slender but sturdy steel frame-

work took its place. The hut housing
the winding controls was reconstructed
at the same time, and the whole was
ready for use when work resumed after

the holiday.



HE Choir conductor,

T. O. Thomas—who
is seen in our picture of
the choir on pages 14-15
seated in the centre, front
row—worked in the quar-
ries until the outbreak of
war. He left to serve with
the R.A.F., and after the
war entered the Manchester
College of Music, where
he gained the L.R.A.M.
Keen and enthusiastic, and

[ 3

well .plmscd w@th the Mie, Hilds Bvans;
material to hand, his leader- Soloist

ship promises big things.

Mrs. Hilda Evans, daughter of Robert
John Jones, who wotked withous at
Oakeley for 58 years, i ouf seprano
soloist, travelling with the'choir on its
various engagements. Mis., Eyans s a
National Eisteddfod winner and a B.B.C.
artiste.

i |

ST Ay R 1

e ——

s s % it Ll

%
PR
-

John LI. Williams,
Accompanist

Mr. John Ll Williams has been
accompanist to the choir since its incep-
tion in 1947. A quarryman, too, he says
his chief delight is practice and prepar-
ation for another concert. During the
war John served with the Quarrymen’s
Unit.

A “C" Mill group, 1900—1905 (See ‘‘Fifty Years Ago,'' page 21)
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Elsewhere we recard that a total rainfall ‘of 59 inches oeetrred in bur.area-during last July, August
and September. We~all have vivid-recollections of the snow 'and ‘ice before-and during the turn of the
year. By way of contrast—and to prove that Blgenau has her moments—we take pleasure in

presenting -this-summer “‘interlude.’’

YPREAD-EAGLED ona highplateau,
Blaenau Ffestiniog stands out crystal
clear in this summer seene-secured bya
Caban photographer from, the (Ciest of
the hlg tip at Oakeley. The dispatch
wharf is clearly visible in the centre of
the picture. Other landmarks; familiar
to all at Oakeley and Votty, stand out
with rare precision as far distant as Manod
and the range of hills beyond.

And now, turning, to, the picture on
the right, we see the photographer’s
actual vantage point on the brink of the
big tip, occupied this time by Terence
P "atead a Yorkshireman, who says that
the majestic view and the ever-changing
weather moods help to overcome the

. + «» Up from ‘P floor
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A new book available in the Club
library is “A History of Modern Wales™
by David Williams of the University
College, Aberystwyth. The term “Mod-
ern Wales™ in this case covers approxi-
mately four hundred years, from Tudor
times to the beginning of the second
World War, but we are given an intro-
ductory chapter sketching the story up
to that period.

The scope of the book is best de-
scribed in Professor Williams® own
words. It is “an attempt to trace, in

broad outline, the main lines of develop-
ment in the political, the religious, the
economic and the social history of

modern Wales.” A tall order this for a
book of 300 pages, one would say, even
in broad outline, and it is therefore all the
more remarkable the amount of detail
that the author has managed to incot-

porate in following his themes, so that

what might have been otherwise a some-
what stark outling is shaded in with
more intimate incidents and personalities
and thus madeall the more interesting to
the general reader.

For those who would then care to turn
their attention) fo some/ pages. of lodal
history ' there” are |avatlable ‘the--two
published journals of the Merioneth
Historical and Record Society.

The / contributions._on| Merioneth

affairs in these journals are many and
varied. At the risk of being regarded as
unfair, however, we should like to select
for special mention the reprint of a most
fascinating paper on “Ancient Meirion-
ydd” (c. 400 to 1284 A.D.) read to the
Society by Professor T. Jones Pierces
(incidentally a colleague of Professor
Williams at Aberystwyth).

We understand that the Society was formed in
1939, but for obvious reasons was unable to
function actively until 1948. Two of its several
aims are ‘“‘to study the history of the county,
including family history, literature, folk-lore,
archacology,” etc., and to publish records. The
secretary is Mr. B. Maclor Jones, M.A., County
Offices, Dolgelley, and the annual subseription is
7s. 6d., members receiving a copy of the Journal.

Among the never-ending stream of books
from the Penguin Press was recently a new
“Pelican’ by Wyn Griffith—“The Welsh.”® Mr.
Wyn Griffith, Secretary to the Honourable Soc-
iety of Cymmrodorion, is of course well known
to our readers, particularly at the Votty Quarry.
His new book has already been reviewed in the
press—at length in some cases—and no doubt
many club members already have it. 'The only
remark we need make, we think, is that those
who were unable to get it and take advantage
now of the copy in the library will find it absorb-
ing and a most provocative source for discussion
and argument.

In anotherpage af this issue we offer some
attractive glimpses of town and countryside in
Holland "and,#s We point out, a comprehensive
view of the Netherlands scene as presented by
the handsome publication “The Netherlands,”
with 240 Ndstations{ which is now available to
Clab membkers/at thelibrary.

.
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Tipper’s View  Continued

loneliness of his eyrie. Terence lives
with his wife and baby-boy- on, the
Oakeley Quarry top. “An |ex-corpofal
of the Coldstream Guards, with over
four years service in the war, he married
into an Oakeley quarrying family while
overseas, his wife being then a member
of the wartime A.T.S. The young
couple left Rotherham to make a home
at Blaenau. What was more natural
than that the ex-Guardsman should try
his hand at the quarries » He is there at
this high point, happy in his work and
in the knowledge that he will soon learn
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enough Welsh to become a “Ffestiniog
magn.” “My boy, aged two-and-a-half,
isteaching me fast” he says.

By the way, Terence is not required to
heave that heavy load over by main
force, neither is the waggon as danger-
ously’ poised as it appears. There are
very simple tipping arrangements, but
these are hidden in the photograph.
The chalk markings on the truck show
that it has come from “P” floor, deep
down in the mine, and many hundreds
of feet below the tipping point.



ti Ronnie Humphreys, newcomer"'
P

T}I[b dark yourdf min, whofh e see

pausing to look up from/hisavork,
“came in with the New Year” at V th
He is_Ronni¢ Humphreys, son of

Votty rockman, and nephew of| annther

I lawr yn Caban P~

The interesting/dnd fdl répor?of news and
events associated with' the ‘rockmen atCaban
P, which follows, is very welcome. We look
ﬁ:ﬂmad to 1he aj;rpﬁr!z;mfj of _publishing

reports on similar lines from other (callanan
at Qakeley and 17 oity.

Pe cerddai dieithn,n o’r ddinas i mewn
i Gaban “P,” un o’r amryw gabanau yn
Chwarel yr Oakeleyy at/yr hanner/awea
ganiateir i ginio, efallai y sy nnai weled 0’
flaecn ugain ohonom ni’r cr eujxu T a
labrwyr, pob un a’i dun bwyd 0’1 flaen,
ac yn sipian té poeth allan o bot jam neu
twe.

Fel pob cymdeithas mae i’r Caban ei
rheolau a'i swyddogion. Nid llywydd am

rockman. Ronnie came to us straight
from the Blaenau Festiniog Modern Sec-
ondary School, a determined young man,
eager to tollfm the tamily tﬂ.dltlf)ﬂ but
as a slatemaker. We are glad to have him
and, as the youngest member of the whole
company at Votty, we wish him luck.

Although only 15, Ronnie may be
introduced as a former member of the
Royal Oakeley Silver Band. Like several
of _hisgencration, also sons of our
quatrymen, he was singled out and
succceded as a boy member of the band.

Having started work, however, he is
content for the present to become an
“ex-member.”’

Ronnie has another interest—fishing—
which he does not propose to abandon.
His speciality is fly-fishing in the moun-
tain lakes and streams, particularly on
overnight excursions. His aptitude in
this direction is rather above the average.
A member of the Cambrian Angling
Association, which has many devotees
from Oakeley and Votty, Ronnie’s
record of suceess has already been mark-
ed by the awardyof @ fly fishing rod.

“My hobbies are fishing and making
flies for more fishing” he told us quite
definitely.

dy#of a geir ymiay ond lywydd am wyth-
nos, pob adlod yn/ei dro; a diddorol yw
sylwi ar wahanol ffyrdd o lywyddu’r ty.
Ni dderbynia y trysorydd ddimai goch o
dal C*Rivets my bt}}a gwaeddai Robin
y-Soldtwr yn awdurdodol wrth ei blant
bob bore Llun, a thalai pob un am ei
ysgol am yr wwhnos Felly hefyd yn
Caban P.  Gofelir fod pob aclod yn
cyfrannu ceiniog bob bore Llun am el dé
am yr wythnos. Cyfrennir ceiniog yn
fisol th‘d tuagat roi cyfraniad i unrhyw
aclod o't Caban a fyddo’n wael tua’r
Nadolig. Tal yr ysg srifennydd penodedig
yw cael el dé yn rhad ac am ddim.
Cyfraniad arall a wneir yn fisol yw at y
Royal Oakeley Silver Band.
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Gwaith pwysig yw eiddo’r Amserydd a gura
am ugain munud i hanner dydd i bawb a fynn
ysmygu, a thrachefn am hanner dydd i roi terfyn
ar yr egwyl fer a dvchwelyd at waith.

Er more debyg yr vmddengys bob un ohonom
i hnh gn]“ ¢ allanol, a llweh v lechen yn ein aw isg
o'n pen | 'n sawdl, eto umgf}llnﬂ ydym, ac i pnh
un i*w fordd ei hun ¥n el oriau hamdden ; o'r
hynaf i'r icuengaf y mae gan bob un ei hoft ddi-
tyrweh el hun,

Cymeriadau . . .

Ers rhai blynyddoedd bellach Mr. Robert
Hughes yw tad y caban. Wrth ei alwedigaeth
creigiwr vdyw a threulia ¢i oriau hamdden yn
darllen yn v gacaf ac yn cerdded y mynyddoedd
ar 1in nos hirfelyn yr hif. Cwmniwr dihafal ydyw
ar un o'r teithiau hyn, a mantais fyddai i ddi-
eithryn ;za-::I ei gwmni a derbyn o firwyth ei
feddwl 2'i sylwadau, Morris Jones, Llanfrothen,
yw un o gymeriadau Caban P. Sylwch arno’n
taro bargen gydag un o’i gyd- ~weithwyr. a buan y
barna sylwedyvdd go graft mai flarmwr v Moi
Coed v Fron yn ei galon, Beth am ei bartngs
Archur Williams ?  Mwynhéd ef ei hun gvdag
unrhyw ddarn o declyn fieu beiriant§ gall ei
dynnu’n ddarnau a’i roi yn bldmLhcﬁI Os bydd
un ohonom mor anffodus i ddﬁ-ﬁ?n ﬂmﬂm
wrth ¢in gorchwyl, y mae gennym yo y
fan a'r lle ym mherson HHH%R Hught's sydd yn
aclod o St. John Ambulance.  Unda ci law vdyw
ac un da ei lais hefyd, oherwydd eydnabvddir ef
vn adroddwr penigamp. Dﬂilbarmer yw Robert
C. Davies a David E mi:;}ﬁiub 08 I;:.h;ﬁ
yvw eu gwaith yn y chw ebyg }A‘wm yr
wedi hynny. Chwatde eardiau wrth fyrddau’s
whist drives ac yng Vgh]wb yr Oakeley ar nos lau
a hofta R, C. Davies, ond chwarac cardian mewn
modd arall a fyn et "bartner. Prynnu a gwerthu
tai yw plr.ﬁu D. E. Lewis, a manteisiodd aml]
aclod o’r ¢aban.at ¢i u}lmdnc;h Vil ;r cu&:armd
ymia. Os digwidd)il rh}, wun SEJWI ar ('han;,

“five-foot lmthmg, myhd-a’ sach-Fatve/a’i
llond o rhywheth ar I:',‘I gcfn wel, Robert Jones,
Gelli, yw hwnnw. Magu moch yw ei orchwyl fin
nos, cmd e *h!.pd O Ava hqm&Eth whwngrhochiam
y mnch a’y I:m tenty swynol ef,

Peldroed . . .

Yng Nehaban Py mag-defnvdd tim peldroed,
a gwnaethrthai thnn},rnt eny iddyntewhunain ar
facs v beldroed. ~Bu Orthin Roberts, creigiwt
wrth ei alucdugacth yn cadw goal i Nntungham
Forest pan oeddynt yn 2nd Division yr English
League, ac ar hyn o bryd gydd Phwlilheli gin &
Welsh League.  Mawr vdvw, didddardeb) Ieuan
Williams hefyd yn y bel droed, a bu'n chwareu i
Flaenau Ffestiniog amryw o weithiau yn 1948-49,
Chwareu pel droed i rai—chwareu snooker i eraill.
Tra pheryg yw Hugh Owen, Penrhyn, pan
chwareua yn Jeagie y cylch, er frﬂ magy e yn
agos at ei galon hefyd, Chwareu bomls i’ lleill,
a’r pencampwr yn y macs hwn yw szlym
Brookes, a enillodd yr “Edward Jones Memorial
Cup’” allan o nifer fawr o chwareuwyr penigamp
ar y bowling green yn Blaenau Ffestiniog v tymor
diwethaf.

Un o drefnyddion y Billiards a’r Suooker L eague
ydyw John Parry, ac mae ei llwyddiant yn glod
mawr iddo.

Diddordeb min nos Charles Grifhiths yw
chwarae dartr. Ef oedd un o gynrychiolwyr y
Blaenau ym Mangor, a chadwodd ei goron yno,
Un arall sydd yn mwynhau ei oriau hamdden
gyda darts yw Robert John. Am John Davies,
ein hysgrifennydd, gwnaeth ynrau enw da iddo’i
hun fel /eft back y flw yddyn ddiwethaf, a mawr yw
ei ddiddordeb yn y bel droed.

Cerddoriaeth . .

Plisman ¢ Oes, y mae un o'r rheini gennym
hefyd, ac fel pob plisman arall ¥ mae Cyril
Humphreys yn helynt i gyd ar 6l yr ystorm. Un
o'r rhai cyntaf am stori neu ysgvfarnog yW v pen
contractor, Lewis Williams, a ofalaam roi te yn y
tegelli hnh dydd. Ein hamserydd vw John Jones,
sydd adref yn wael ers misoedd bellach, a balch
iawn ydym o ddeall na fydd yn hir cyn dod vn Ol
atom. s bydd tin yn rhywle gwelir A Ifred
Hup;ht.:i fel aelod o'r Frigad Dan, yn gwneud ei
ran i"w ddittoddi. Prif bleser Robert LI W IHhUﬂb
a George Woolford yn eu horiau hamdden yw
cerddoriacth, a dyma bleser sydd yn ddlderﬁ'ﬂ
ac a bery byth.

Mawr yw'r galw ar William Owen fel M.C.
mewn whist drives. Trysorydd ceiniog y mis tuag
at rai mewn gwaeledd yw Meirion W. Morris, a
dyma ¢rite mwyaf y caban o dim pel droed ¥y
Blagnau. Y diwifr a 4 bryd Morris Roberts, a gall
drin a thrafod yn ddyddiol brogram y noson
gynt. Er mai Ancurwyn Williams yw'r ieuengaf
ohonom o ran oed, nid ef yw'r lleiaf o ran maint.
Crwydro hyd a lled y wlad ar ei feic yw ei ddi-
ddordeb ef. a mynych y gwelir Aneurwyn yn
gwibio fel y wennol allan o’r Blaenau ar 61 gor-
ften ei waith. Gofala Aneurun Hughes, sydd yn
yrwr ar yr incline, fod y dwr yn berwi ar amser
cinio, a mwynha ei hun yn ei oriau hamdden
gyda'i fodur.

Pysgota a son am bysgota, heb anghofio hefyd
son am y pysgod a gollwyd, ydyw prif ddiddor-
deb Dafydd: Hughes:

‘Gwelwch fel'z}' fod diddordebau oriau ham-
dden Caban “P”” yi amrywiol iawn, Er hynny,
mae undeb yn y caban a phawb vn byw yn gytun.

Meader®s Note

“Caban™has a wide circulation among
a host of appreciative readers in all parts
of the country. Wiiting from Winchester
Me. H. Wi(Complin, Branch Manager,
Messts Hooper & Ashby Ltd., Builders
Merchants, says :—“We should like to

say-that we are extremely interested in
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*I.aban and all our staff enjoy n:admg it
in fact we look forward to its arrival.
Some years ago the writer and his son
were allowed down into the quarry,
which) was an experience we both thot-
Dughly enjoyed.

“On behalf of our staff here I would
like to wish all the employees the com-
pljmﬁntf-‘. of the season, and hope that the
coming year will be pa.aceful and profit-
able for them.” The good wishes are
heartily reciprocated.
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APPRIECIATION. ..

A Note from The Directors

HE DIRECTORS have heard from Mr. Cutts of the

conditions that you had to face towards the end of last
year and have been very much impressed by the efforts
made by everybody at the quarries and wharves to keep
things going.

The dreadful epidemic of influenza followed, and we
sympathise with all the many who suffered from it. This,
too, added greatly to the difficulties, casting additional
burdens on those at work in all sections.

We should all like to express our deep appreciation of
| the way in which all these troubles wete met, and of the

| determination which oevercame them to the greatest extent
,' possible,

\ Congratulations and thanks

CHARLES OAKELEY,

F ' Chairman.

Fifty Years Ago

We are indebted to Owen \Jthm{
Jones, Bone Shafft Mill, for the identi-
fication of the group in the “C” Mill
photograph, rcpmduccd on ypagey 22
Our “meémony many” wha _is/seen. in the
back row, tells us-that the periodef the
picture is between 1900—1905.

Here is the list,(readidg friom the back
row, left to right:—

(76p) Evan Woods, Tahﬁmmdd
David Jones, Talyweunydd.(killed’ in
1914-18 war); Robert Hughes (late
Brynbowydd, now U.S5.A.); John Rob-
erts, Penmorfa ; John Owen, Penrhyn ;
Owen Arthog ]Dnﬂs Blamau [uhn
Hughes, Talyweunydd ; Stcphﬁn Rob-
erts, Harlech ; Rowland Roberts, Peny-
cefn ; William Humphrey Williams,
lcmmnw; Owen Davies, Tanygrisiau ;
Rowland Hughes, Bl}nbmudd John

Jones, i]."ari_}f1::,-“'ai,'h:1_1-, and Hugh Hughes,
Blaenau.

(femfgd row, seated) David Jones, Tany-
grisiau s Rlchard Jones, Rhiwbryfdir ;
Hugh Hughes, Rhiwbryfdir ; Robert O.
Jones, Blaenau ; Herbert Jones, Blaenau;
Edwin ~]ones, Pﬁnrhnn, William J.
Thomas, Blaenat ; )W. Eleazar Williams,
Tan}gilﬁlau Eduatd Williams, Fes-
tintog ;  Grifith A. Jones, 'Blaenau;
Edward, James, Penrhyn (later Blaenau).

(Seared between the rews) Richard Wil-
liams, Tremadoc.

(Lront row) George Williams, Blaenau ;
William St.f:‘phcns, Festiniog ;  John
Edwards, Blaenau ; Thomas W illiams,
Blaenau ; William Hughes, Penmortfa ;
Thomas Griffith, Blaenau ; John Jones,
Tanybwlch ; John T. Williams, Blaenau,
and William Williams, Blaenau.
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